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SUGGESTED SUPPLIES 

Note cards (or paper) and pens. 

 
QUESTIONS?  

Email Abby  
Abby@highrock.org 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
HOW TO USE: The three sections below (opening, sermon content questions, and application) represent the three connections we                  
emphasize at Highrock: connecting to God’s People, connecting to God Personally and connecting to God’s Purposes. Select at least                   
one question from each section or create questions that are more specific to your group.  

 

 
WEEKLY CHECK IN 
Use a few minutes at the beginning of your time to follow up on any action items shared from last week. Was there a next step or                           
application challenge that they took on this past week? What did they learn about themselves and following Jesus?  

 
CONNECTION QUESTIONS 
Choose ONE of these that fits your group, or modify it so that it will fit your group better. These can make great opening questions 
or ending questions. If you have had a really in-depth conversation, ending on a light note can help transition to concluding your 
time Together on a less intense question.  

1. Did you have traditions around Santa in your home growing up? If Santa was a part of your Christmas traditions, how long 

did you believe in Santa? 

SERMON QUESTIONS 

Use a couple of the questions below or make up your own. You can always begin with: “Do you have any questions about what you 

heard in the sermon this week?” Or, “What stood out to you from the Pastor’s sermon?” 
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1. What does the image of Santa seem to represent in our culture? What are some ways it has moved so far away from the 

original inspiration, St. Nicholas? 

2. What do you know about Saints as a part of the early church? Have Saints ever been a part of your life as a Christian? How 

so? Which are you familiar with and what do you know about their story?  

a. Sermon Reference: “This is why when the apostle Paul wrote to the New Testament churches, he often began by 

addressing all the believers there as “saints,” which literally means “holy ones” or “set apart ones”. Scripture 

promises that every single person who believes in Jesus are right now — today! —holy, chosen, and consecrated by 

Christ’s blood. They are set apart as God’s masterpieces of grace, eternally beloved by God’s Spirit.  This we know to 

be true.That said, it has also been the case though, that some followers of Jesus have had their saintliness tried and 

proven a little more clearly than others.” 

 

3. What stands out to you about the story of St. Nicholas? What is counter-cultural or Christ-like in the way he chose to give 

his gifts? 

a. How was his posture toward giving and caring for others formed? 

b. Who has helped form how you understand what it looks like to follow Jesus? Who has been a model for you of 

what living a life of faith looks like? 

c. Share about a time when that person’s example influenced you to do something differently than you would have 

otherwise. 

i. Sermon Reference: “All because [St. Nick] took Jesus’ words of Matthew 6:3-4 to heart. You see, St. Nick 

didn’t give away his wealth to boost his self esteem or earn some kind of spiritual brownie points. He was 

compelled to give, not by a desire for attention or glory, but out of an earnest to desire to love others in 

the same way God loved him. To show undeserved, sacrificia kindness to his neighbors in the way Christ 

has shown undeserved kindness to him. And that undeserved kindness is what we remember every 

Christmas season. Each Christmas, we remind each other how God, with unreserved abandon, gave us all 

God had.” 

4. For you, what resonates with you about this description (below) of God’s free gift of love and grace?  

a. Sermon Reference: “Each Christmas, we remind each other how God, with unreserved abandon, gave us all God 

had. God gave us himself...He entered into, and shared, our messy reality – completely. He was born in a mess, and 

lived among a people who were a mess, and then died in a mess of blood and tears and agony, taking our mess of 

sin and shame onto his own shoulders, and carried it all into his own grave, just so that we wouldn’t have to. And 

Jesus did it all just to give us his own inheritance, an abundant life with God. 

5. How comfortable do you feel letting people into your own mess? Fore example when people visit your home, or what you 

are willing to share with a friend about an area you might be struggling in or worrying about? 

a. What strikes you about the fact that God comes to us in the midst of our mess? Do you often feel like you need to 

get cleaned up for God to approve of you or love you?  

b. What might it be like to allow God to be in the messy and unfinished parts of your life? Can you begin to name 

some of those areas? 

i. Sermon Reference: And this is what we remember every Christmas. Christmas is the insistence that God 

doesn’t wait for us to finally get it all figured out...Christmas is the insistence that God doesn’t wait for us 

to get ourselves polished, shined, proper, and without blemish enough for his approval. Christmas is the 

insistence that God comes to us, and meets us in our misses and our messes, and blesses us with love and 

delight and belonging, right in the middle of it all. ” 
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6. For you, what does it mean to see Jesus in others the way Nicholas saw Jesus in the family he helped?  

a. Has there been a time when your own grief, sadness, or time of hardship was turned into a means of helping 

others (light shining from the darkness)? 

i. Sermon Reference: He was just a kid. A heartbroken kid who’d lost those who were most dear to him.But 

rather than allow the grief to crush him, rather than allow loss to define the rest of his life, he decided to 

give. The girls Nicholas helped were not daughters of the emperor nor some other big name celebrity. They 

were like anyone else who might have been caught in the trap of poverty and hunger, a trap that has 

ensnared millions of faceless and nameless individuals both in the ancient world and ours. But when 

Nicholas saw them, he saw Jesus in them, and so was inspired to give to them like Jesus had already given 

to him. 

 

APPLICATION/S 

1. What do these questions prompt in you from Pastor Aaron’s Sermon: How do you give? Do you give once a year because 

it’s a cultural expectation, or do you give just for the joy of giving? Do you give with strings attached, even if the only string 

attached is the expectation of gratitude? 

a. Sermon Reference: “I want you to think about the people who have influenced you the most, the people you most 

want to be around, the people who have a Peace about them that you want. I imagine they have a non-anxious 

presence about them, a calm and stillness that comes from the peace within them. And with that comes a 

particular posture toward others: they love and give, but in a way that doesn’t feel pressured or clingy or 

manipulative. They give, and you know there are no strings attached. They aren’t trying to control you or shame 

you or get you to do anything.” 

2. How can our posture toward giving create a shift in our hearts? How can you begin asking or practicing a new posture 

towards giving (and receiving) gifts this week? 

a. Sermon Reference: “When we become the kind of people who give in the same way we’ve been given to, our fears, 

our insecurities, our feelings of lack, start to change. Our work takes on more significance, because suddenly the 

money we earn is connected to the things we care about, instead of just making ends meet. We become intimately 

involved in something beyond ourselves, which links us — at a deep level — with the things we care about. And 

that’s the way our world changes too.When we embody a gracious, generous spirit like St. Nick, we get to 

participate in the unstoppable, unbelievable, unfolding of the Kingdom of God in the world.” 

CLOSING 

Summarize the key points of your discussion and encourage people to share one action step they could take during the next week 

based on what they have shared. Take time to pray together.  Write those down and start next week by checking in with how it 

went, or better yet, check in during the week! 

 

RESOURCES 
 
SERMON SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 
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SCRIPTURE STUDY: 5Cs 

If you are interested in studying the scripture more deeply, one way to study scripture is through using the 5 Cs. Read through the 
passage and move through each C. The goal is not to move through them quickly but to really consider each section. If you wanted 
to study the passage together, you, as the leader should take some time beforehand to complete the Cs and it can be helpful to have 
group members come prepared with the first 3 already considered. Then, as a group you can briefly talk over some of the points and 
then have a longer conversation about curiosites and conclusions. This study tool will be posted within all of the discussion 
questions. 

● Context: What is the literary context of the passage? What comes before? After? Context within whole book? Relation to 

main idea of section, book, testament, whole Bible? 

● Christ: How is Jesus revealed here? If in OT, prefiguration, typology, prophesy, implications for Christ's person and work? 

How is he needed, anticipated, fulfilled?  

● Crux: What is the main idea? Try and find a section of the text that states it and have reasons for why that is the main idea? 

How do the other points support it? 

● Curiosities: What is surprising about this text? Controversial? Mysterious? Shocking?  

● Conclusions: What are the implications for our lives? Application? How do we think, feel, and act in light of this text? 
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