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SUGGESTED SUPPLIES 

Note cards (or paper) and pens. 

 
QUESTIONS?  

Email Abby  
Abby@highrock.org 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
HOW TO USE: The three sections below (opening, sermon content questions, and application) represent the three connections we                  
emphasize at Highrock: connecting to God’s People, connecting to God Personally and connecting to God’s Purposes. Select at least                   
one question from each section or create questions that are more specific to your group.  

 

 
WEEKLY CHECK IN 
Use a few minutes at the beginning of your time to follow up on any action items shared from last week. Was there a next step or                           
application challenge that they took on this past week? What did they learn about themselves and following Jesus?  

 
CONNECTION QUESTIONS 
Choose ONE of these that fits your group, or modify it so that it will fit your group better. These can make great opening questions 
or ending questions. If you have had a really in-depth conversation, ending on a light note can help transition to concluding your 
time Together on a less intense question.  

1. What amendment/s could you quote form the US constitution? How well do you think you would do on a pop quiz about 

the US Constitution? 

a. Sermon Reference: “Can anyone (who’s not a lawyer or law student) tell me what the first amendment of our 

constitution is about? (It actually has six parts: no established religion, freedom of religion, freedom of speech, 

freedom of the press, freedom of assembly, and the right to petition) What about the second amendment? Easy: 

the right to bear arms. What’s the third amendment about? (No soldier can be quartered in anyone’s home 

without consent) How many amendments are there? (27)” 

 

SERMON QUESTIONS 

Use a couple of the questions below or make up your own. You can always begin with: “Do you have any questions about what you 

heard in the sermon this week?” Or, “What stood out to you from the Pastor’s sermon?” 
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1. As this series is using language about being in a kingdom, how are you able to connect with this vision of the Christian life? 

a. Sermon Reference: “To say Jesus is King means that we’ve switched our allegiance from the kingdom of this world, 

or living for our own kingdoms, to God’s eternal kingdom, one that will never fade or be destroyed.” 

2. Before we dive into the whole message, how would you describe what it means to be a citizen of God's Kingdom? 

a. Sermon Reference: “Just like many Americans don’t understand what it means to be citizens of the United States, it 

seems that many Christians also don’t understand what it means to be citizens of the Kingdom of God either.”  

3. Reread the following quote and then discuss this question; where do these statements ring true in your life? “Many of us 

come to church and profess faith in Jesus, but we’re surrounded by the gods and idols of consumerism, individualism, 

materialism, and even nationalism. We might not even be aware of it, but many of us might be more aligned with the 

kingdom of this world more than with the kingdom of heaven. Rather than pursuing Jesus, we’re really pursuing a 

Christianized version of the American dream.” 

4. Read the list of blessings from Matthew 5:4-9 that pastor Eugene mentioned. How does this show us that God’s kingdom is 

different from other ideas we have about kingdom and community?  

Blessed are those who mourn, 
    for they will be comforted. 
5 Blessed are the meek, 
    for they will inherit the earth. 
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
    for they will be filled. 
7 Blessed are the merciful, 
    for they will be shown mercy. 
8 Blessed are the pure in heart, 
    for they will see God. 
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, 
    for they will be called children of God. 
 

5. Pastor Eugene said that Jesus’ instructions in the Sermon on the Mount are not simply “rules and regulations.” At the 

center of his message is love. From what you know, how does Jesus exemplify this in his life and ministry?  

a. Sermon Reference: “The rules aren’t bad. They serve an important purpose. If we don’t know God and don’t know 

what love looks like, the rules help us get the general outline, but they’re not enough. Which is why Jesus came to 

fulfill the law. If the law is like a perimeter or boundary, then love is the center. Jesus came to demonstrate what 

love looks like. He came to seek and to save. He came not to be served, but to serve. He came not to abolish the law 

but to fulfill the law, and he was known to break a rule here and there.” 

6. How does love go beyond rules and regulations? How might the kind of love that Jesus esteems (see Matthew 22:37-40) 

help you in a specific rule that you follow (e.g., be on time, work hard) or a principle that you hold dear?  

a. Scripture Reference Matthew 22:37-40 (NIV): “37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your mind.’[c] 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is 

like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’[d] 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 

APPLICATION/S 

1. What do you find compelling about the way that Jesus talks about God’s kingdom? What stirs your heart in the way that he 

talks about other people and the way that he treats them?  

a. Consider how these thoughts can help shape the way you pray. Share with the group one way that you might ask 

God to help give you a similar vision of God’s kingdom in your life and/or in your community or the world. 
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2. Pastor Eugene shared this about his process of putting together the sermon, “I wish I could give you all some good 

application points. But I know it’s not that simple. I suppose our need to have answers and to do stuff might also be a 

product of our worldly kingdom. Perhaps what we need is a some humility and mystery. And perhaps instead of just going 

out there and doing stuff, we need to be vulnerable enough to ask, seek, and knock. The kingdom of God isn’t something we 

can accomplish or attain for ourselves. We can only receive it.” Are there ways that you feel or think that God is inviting you 

into vulnerability of asking, seeking, knocking? What do those actions mean to you?  What about that vulnerability might be 

uncomfortable for you? 

CLOSING 

Summarize the key points of your discussion and encourage people to share one action step they could take during the next week 

based on what they have shared. Take time to pray together.  Write those down and start next week by checking in with how it 

went, or better yet, check in during the week! 

 

RESOURCES 
 
SERMON SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

Matthew 5: 17 -20 
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to 

fulfill them. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least 

stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. Therefore 

anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands and teaches others accordingly will be called 

least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in 

the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and 

the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

 

SCRIPTURE STUDY: 5Cs 

If you are interested in studying the scripture more deeply, one way to study scripture is through using the 5 Cs. Read through the 
passage and move through each C. The goal is not to move through them quickly but to really consider each section. If you wanted 
to study the passage together, you, as the leader should take some time beforehand to complete the Cs and it can be helpful to have 
group members come prepared with the first 3 already considered. Then, as a group you can briefly talk over some of the points and 
then have a longer conversation about curiosites and conclusions. This study tool will be posted within all of the discussion 
questions. 

● Context: What is the literary context of the passage? What comes before? After? Context within whole book? Relation to 

main idea of section, book, testament, whole Bible? 

● Christ: How is Jesus revealed here? If in OT, prefiguration, typology, prophesy, implications for Christ's person and work? 

How is he needed, anticipated, fulfilled?  

● Crux: What is the main idea? Try and find a section of the text that states it and have reasons for why that is the main idea? 

How do the other points support it? 

● Curiosities: What is surprising about this text? Controversial? Mysterious? Shocking?  

● Conclusions: What are the implications for our lives? Application? How do we think, feel, and act in light of this text? 
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