
 
SERIES OVERVIEW 

“King Jesus” 
Preacher: Pastor Dave Swaim 

“Judge”  

October 28, 2018 

Series Sermon Recordings 
Discipleship Resources 

 
SUGGESTED SUPPLIES 

Note cards (or paper) and pens. 

 
QUESTIONS?  

Email Abby  
Abby@highrock.org 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
HOW TO USE: The three sections below (opening, sermon content questions, and application) represent the three connections we                  
emphasize at Highrock: connecting to God’s People, connecting to God Personally and connecting to God’s Purposes. Select at least                   
one question from each section or create questions that are more specific to your group.  

 

 
WEEKLY CHECK IN 
Use a few minutes at the beginning of your time to follow up on any action items shared from last week. Was there a next step or                           
application challenge that they took on this past week? What did they learn about themselves and following Jesus?  

 
CONNECTION QUESTIONS 
Choose ONE of these that fits your group, or modify it so that it will fit your group better. These can make great opening questions 
or ending questions. If you have had a really in-depth conversation, ending on a light note can help transition to concluding your 
time Together on a less intense question.  

1. Over your life, what have been formative experiences (world events, cultural narratives, stories…) for you which helped 

establish your perspective on justice? 

2. Can you share about a time when you were treated unjustly or judged incorrectly? And/or When have you mistakenly 

misjudged someone? 

 

SERMON QUESTIONS 

Use a couple of the questions below or make up your own. You can always begin with: “Do you have any questions about what you 

heard in the sermon this week?” Or, “What stood out to you from the Pastor’s sermon?” 
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1. In this sermon, Pastor Dave discussed Justice, Judgement, and being Judgemental. How are these two things related and 

what makes the two terms distinct? Do you all agree as a group about how you define these words? Coming to a common 

understanding before you begin your discussion can be useful. 

2. What experience do you have of judgment done well or badly? 

a. Sermon Reference: “First, we hate judgment today because we so often see it done so badly.  We see broken 

systems that distort justice in favor of the rich and against minorities. Beyond that, recent DNA evidence 

demonstrates that even honest judges make honest mistakes that can free the guilty and imprison the innocent. 

Our justice system is among the best in the world, and yet is still grossly unfair – especially to the poor and 

disenfranchised.” 

3. Discussing God and judgement can be a difficult topic. Have you ever felt like it was hard to connect with God because God 

felt too judgemental? What shaped that idea of God for you? 

4. Consider a time when you have been treated unjustly and a time when you have treated someone unjustly or been 

judgemental. As you consider these instances, do you relate to what justice looks like differently? What are some of those 

differences or ways you relate? 

a. Sermon Reference: “On a much more personal level, we’ve all been the victims, and the perpetrators, of harsh 

judgments that hurt people and ruined relationships. At some point we’ve all been falsely accused. We’ve all 

allowed our fear or prejudices to influence our attitudes toward others. We’ve all been affected by the capricious 

judgments of school bullies, exclusive cliques, angry parents, and hasty teachers. So we’ve learned to fear judgment 

because it’s so often damaging, and so often wrong... Second reason we fear judgment is that we worry we’ll be 

found guilty!  I know what’s inside me, which is why I try to distract others from seeing too deeply by looking my 

best, telling jokes, succeeding at work or school, or keeping people at an emotional distance.” 

5. How do you respond to Pastor Dave's statement of wrapping our pre-existing anxiety and bigotry in self righteous religion? 

a. What does it look like for righteous anger to turn hateful in your heart and/or mind?  

b. Are there area where you might sense that anger has turned hateful? What does it look like to repent in that area 

and ask God to begin to heal that area? 

i. Sermon Reference: “And sadly, religion is among the most obvious harbors for judgmentalism.  When we 

wrap our pre-existing anxiety and bigotry in the cloak of self-righteous religion, we feel divine permission 

to hate, discriminate or disregard those in need. Too often people have used Jesus to justify their 

prejudices by convincing themselves that God hates the same people we do.” 

6. What does it mean to you that you don't get to judge yourself? 

a. Sermon Reference: If that’s true, then no wonder people are so afraid of God’s judgment!  We’ve judged and 

rejected each other so many times on the basis of incomplete evidence – and it hurts!  But if all the evidence ever 

did finally come out, all of us would be in big trouble! So do I think I deserve to live forever? Absolutely not, and if I 

were God, there’s no way I’d want to put up with someone like me forever! This sounds like bad news, but actually 

it’s the beginning of the good news, because I don’t get to judge myself. 

7. What does it mean to you that God loves you too much to be impartial? 

a. Sermon Reference: “Do you see already why this is such good news?  Jesus, the one who loves you – the one who 

died for you – the one who’s interceding for you right now – He alone gets to judge, and He loves you too much to 

be impartial! Jesus will judge, but promises not to be fair!  Thank God – because I know myself too much to want 

fairness – I want mercy.  I don’t want to be judged by a jury of my peers – they’d be just as hypocritical, ignorant 

and unreliable as I am!  I want to be judged by Jesus – and that’s why Christians throughout the centuries were so 
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encouraged every time they repeated with the Creed that “HE will come back to judge the living and the dead.” 

Thank God I don’t have to fear the judgments or opinions of anyone else!”  

8. How does your perception of how people judge you shape your decisions/ actions/ attitude towards yourself (and others)? 

a. What might it look like to make this shift (see sermon reference) in the way you perceive others judgements of 

you? How is God’s judgement different than that of the people around you? 

b. In the scriptures, we are also encouraged to build one another up. Also, in our community we can desire to have 

those around us who hold us accountable to the life of faith we want to live. Though no one has the right to judge 

you, how is it different when a good friend or trusted mentor addresses a concern they have for you? 

i. Sermon Reference: “Your parents don’t get to judge you; your professors don’t get to judge you, your 

pastor, your boss, your spouse, your kids, your critics, your friends, your enemies, your neighbors, the devil, 

the media, the pollsters, the culture, the hipsters, other people on twitter; not the person sitting next to 

you right now – they may try to judge you - but it doesn’t matter, because in the end, even you don’t get to 

judge you! (1 Cor 4:3-4) So the Apostle Paul insisted “I care very little if I am judged by you or by any 

human court; indeed, I don’t even judge myself... It’s the Lord who judges me.”  

9. What are areas of injustice which affect you personally? What are some areas which you would have to choose to engage 

with? What does it look like to engage with these areas of justice as a tangible way of living out your faith in Jesus?  

a. Are there ways you identify with those in privilege and power? How about ways you identify with being 

marginalized? 

b. When you are feeling the weight of injustice towards yourself or others, what passages in scripture could help you 

connect with those emotions? Identify some Psalms this week that help you connect with these emotions and 

express them to God. 

i. Sermon Reference: “So what does God call us to do now?  It’s not simply to believe in Jesus, but to follow 

Jesus as King, which includes loving God by obeying Him, and loving others by serving and protect others 

as diligently and sacrificially as Jesus does. In our culture racial justice, gender justice, economic justice are 

a long way off, but these are spiritual issues because God will judge us in part based on how much we 

resisted injustice and defend the weak in this life.” 

APPLICATION/S 

1. How does our understanding of God’s love and grace for us shape our idea of judging others? 

a. Sermon Reference: “Fourth, If Jesus is the judge, then I don’t have to be.  Too often Christians set themselves up 

as the judges of everyone else. We become too concerned with finding the faults of others. Sometimes that kind of 

discernment can be very helpful, but too often the spirit is not one of correction and encouragement, but of 

condemnation. Too often SIN makes us want to place ourselves in the judge’s chair. We want to be be God and 

decide what is good or evil - who deserves God’s love and doesn’t.  But that has cause so much pain and hatred in 

the world!  Part of what it means to be God’s people is to relinquish that forbidden fruit and trust King Jesus to 

judge in way more just than we ever could.” 

2. Pastor Dave shared 4 statements about Jesus’ identity as Judge. Which resonates with you? This week, bring these 

statements into your time of prayer with God. Ask God to teach you what it means to understand this new way of relating 

to Jesus as judge and how that might reorient how you are living out your faith and loving others. 

a. If we believe Jesus will judge, then the way I live matters. 

b. If Jesus is the judge, even though I fall short in so many ways, I don’t have to be afraid. 

c. If Jesus is our judge, then no one else is. 

d. If Jesus is the judge, then I don’t have to be.  

CLOSING 
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Summarize the key points of your discussion and encourage people to share one action step they could take during the next week 

based on what they have shared. Take time to pray together.  Write those down and start next week by checking in with how it 

went, or better yet, check in during the week! 

 

RESOURCES 
 
SERMON SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

 
 

SCRIPTURE STUDY: 5Cs 

If you are interested in studying the scripture more deeply, one way to study scripture is through using the 5 Cs. Read through the 
passage and move through each C. The goal is not to move through them quickly but to really consider each section. If you wanted 
to study the passage together, you, as the leader should take some time beforehand to complete the Cs and it can be helpful to have 
group members come prepared with the first 3 already considered. Then, as a group you can briefly talk over some of the points and 
then have a longer conversation about curiosites and conclusions. This study tool will be posted within all of the discussion 
questions. 

● Context: What is the literary context of the passage? What comes before? After? Context within whole book? Relation to 

main idea of section, book, testament, whole Bible? 

● Christ: How is Jesus revealed here? If in OT, prefiguration, typology, prophesy, implications for Christ's person and work? 

How is he needed, anticipated, fulfilled?  

● Crux: What is the main idea? Try and find a section of the text that states it and have reasons for why that is the main idea? 

How do the other points support it? 

● Curiosities: What is surprising about this text? Controversial? Mysterious? Shocking?  

● Conclusions: What are the implications for our lives? Application? How do we think, feel, and act in light of this text? 
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