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SUGGESTED SUPPLIES 

Note cards (or paper) and pens. 

 
QUESTIONS?  

Email Abby  
Abby@highrock.org 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
HOW TO USE: The three sections below (opening, sermon content questions, and application) represent the three connections we                  
emphasize at Highrock: connecting to God’s People, connecting to God Personally and connecting to God’s Purposes. Select at least                   
one question from each section or create questions that are more specific to your group.  

 

 
WEEKLY CHECK IN 
Use a few minutes at the beginning of your time to follow up on any action items shared from last week. Was there a next step or                           
application challenge that they took on this past week? What did they learn about themselves and following Jesus?  

 
CONNECTION QUESTIONS 
Choose ONE of these that fits your group, or modify it so that it will fit your group better. These can make great opening questions 
or ending questions. If you have had a really in-depth conversation, ending on a light note can help transition to concluding your 
time Together on a less intense question.  

1. What was your impression or image of God growing up? 

a. Sermon Reference: “I grew up going to church, but like many kids I didn’t really know why. I had this vague sense 

that there was a God, that he liked me, and that he wanted me to be good. And if I was good enough, then I would 

get to be with him in heaven forever, which sounded pretty great! But I didn’t really know what “good enough” 

was, what counted?” 

 

SERMON QUESTIONS 

Use a couple of the questions below or make up your own. You can always begin with: “Do you have any questions about what you 

heard in the sermon this week?” Or, “What stood out to you from the Pastor’s sermon?” 
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1. If you have heard the Gospel before, what were the points that were highlighted to you or how would you describe the 

highlights of the Gospel of Jesus?  

a. Sermon Reference: “I was told that I could never be good enough to earn God’s love for me. God didn’t love me 

because I was good, God loved me because he was good. And God’s love for me was so great that Jesus was willing 

to die on the cross so that I could be forgiven of my sins, and I enjoy life with him forever. And when I heard that 

truth, I felt this immense weight come off of me. All of my worry and anxiety, all of my striving, it was gone. I could 

have peace and joy because I had been forgiven by Jesus.” 

2. Can you relate to Pastor Walt’s feeling of separation between his spiritual life and his life in the world? Share about what 

that looked/ looks like for you.  

i. Sermon Reference: “But as time went on, and I entered into college, a few things became clear. First, I 

was still very grateful that Jesus had forgiven me. And second, aside from that gratitude, I was still very 

similar to who I had been before that summer camp moment. My spiritual life was different for sure- I was 

reading the Bible more, enjoying church more, praying with other Christians more. But my day-to-day life, 

my Monday through Saturday life, that was largely untouched. I still had anxiety, but it just wasn’t about 

the afterlife, that was covered. I was anxious about what others thought about me. I’d put my friends 

down so I’d feel better about myself or get a quick laugh.”  

3. Who is Jesus to you today? How would you answer Walt's question? 

a. Sermon Reference: “If someone had asked me, “who is Jesus?” My answer probably would have boiled down to 

“abstract forgiver.” Who do you think Jesus is? If you had to sum up that answer in a sentence, what would it be? 

Many in our world would say that Jesus is a good moral teacher...Others would say that Jesus is the one who 

validates their opinions. To be fair, I don’t know if they would actually say that, but that’s certainly how they talk 

about him” 

4. When has Jesus been a means to an end for you? What does it look like to have Jesus as your end? 

a. Sermon Reference: “In the same way, I’ve found that many Christian takes on Jesus- including my own!- make 

Jesus the means to a particular end. Jesus is the means to learning good behavior, but the behavior is the goal. 

Jesus is the means for having the right political or social views, but being right is the goal.” 

5. Discuss ways in which the rulers of the ancient cities would have been different from Jesus’ idea of what King meant? What 

was different about their goal, values, and ideas of power...etc.? 

a. Sermon Reference: “Kings from long ago didn’t care about the lives of their subjects, but that’s where Jesus is 

different. Jesus is king over all, which means he cares deeply about all. All of us, all of our relationships, all of our 

concerns and cares and worries.” 

6. How did Peter put his own spin of his expectations for Jesus? Where did his expectations come from? How was Peter 

treating Jesus as a means to his own ends? 

a. What does it look like for us when we do this same thing (use Jesus to our own ends?) Or project our idea of what 

we want Jesus to be rather than listening or seeking who Jesus says he is? 

i. Sermon Reference: “And so when Peter tempts him the exact same way- you don’t have to suffer, we can 

do this thing right now! Jesus responds in the exact same way. (Matt 4:10 and Mark 8:33 on same slide) 

“Get away from me Satan! I am committed to worshipping and serving the Lord.” Jesus knew what it 

meant to be God’s King, God’s anointed. That the path to greatness and to bringing freedom from sin and 

death didn’t come from power but through sacrifice. That is the path he was committed to walking on, 

despite the great temptation to go another way.” 
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7. Why did Jesus react so strongly to Peter’s response? What does this reveal to us about the importance of Understanding 

Jesus’ kingship and Lordship differently than worldly examples? 

a. Sermon Reference: “Jesus is the King who rules over all the earth and calls everyone to come under his Lordship. 

Not a Lordship of tyranny and oppression and selfishness like all of the other kings and emperors before him. Jesus 

is worthy of our worship and devotion because his kingdom is built on goodness, compassion, and sacrificial love. 

That is the path he chose for us.” 

8. What do you find yourself yearning for from Jesus or from this world? What does that yearning/ desire/ discontentments 

look like for you in your life or in your thoughts?  

a. How might the Gospel of Jesus and making Jesus Lord of your life come to fulfill those longings? Do you think it will 

be the way you would expect or perhaps a way you haven’t thought about before? 

i. Sermon Reference: “Kings from long ago didn’t care about the lives of their subjects, but that’s where 

Jesus is different. Jesus is king over all, which means he cares deeply about all. All of us, all of our 

relationships, all of our concerns and cares and worries. And when we offer them to him, he brings about 

the order and peace and redemption that the Israelites had been yearning for, and that we are still 

yearning for today! And then he calls us to join him in the matchless work of advancing his Kingdom in the 

world, bringing light to where there was darkness.” 

APPLICATION/S 

1. Pastor Walt shared that the Gospel of Jesus will challenge and change not just our internal lives, but how we live, relate, 

make decisions, etc. as well. Are there areas of your life that you have been keeping separate from Jesus’ Lordship? What 

are those areas and how might you begin to give them over to God? 

a. Sermon Reference: “And if we truly understand what it means to say that we believe the Gospel, or profess Jesus 

as Lord, it needs to carry that same subversive, countercultural weight with us. The weight of saying that our lives 

belong first and foremost to Jesus, before anything else. Our jobs, our country, even our family and those we love 

most. Part of the good news is that in submitting to Jesus as Lord, I become a better citizen, a better worker, a 

better friend and family member than I ever could have been otherwise. The gospel of Jesus acts through me to 

bring blessing to all these other venues -- that's good news!” 

2. Consider Pastor Walt’s questions, “Where is it that you need good news right now? Is it in your work or your finances or your 

marriage? Do you feel like you are lacking purpose, or are overwhelmed by injustice in the world?” As you reflect, how 

would you begin to answer these questions? 

CLOSING 

Summarize the key points of your discussion and encourage people to share one action step they could take during the next week 

based on what they have shared. Take time to pray together.  Write those down and start next week by checking in with how it 

went, or better yet, check in during the week! 

 

RESOURCES 
 
SERMON SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

Mark 8: 27- 33 

“Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the way he asked them, “Who 
do people say I am?” 

They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 
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“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah.” 
Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him. 
He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, 
the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again. He 
spoke plainly about this, and Peter took” 

 

SCRIPTURE STUDY: 5Cs 

If you are interested in studying the scripture more deeply, one way to study scripture is through using the 5 Cs. Read through the 
passage and move through each C. The goal is not to move through them quickly but to really consider each section. If you wanted 
to study the passage together, you, as the leader should take some time beforehand to complete the Cs and it can be helpful to have 
group members come prepared with the first 3 already considered. Then, as a group you can briefly talk over some of the points and 
then have a longer conversation about curiosites and conclusions. This study tool will be posted within all of the discussion 
questions. 

● Context: What is the literary context of the passage? What comes before? After? Context within whole book? Relation to 

main idea of section, book, testament, whole Bible? 

● Christ: How is Jesus revealed here? If in OT, prefiguration, typology, prophesy, implications for Christ's person and work? 

How is he needed, anticipated, fulfilled?  

● Crux: What is the main idea? Try and find a section of the text that states it and have reasons for why that is the main idea? 

How do the other points support it? 

● Curiosities: What is surprising about this text? Controversial? Mysterious? Shocking?  

● Conclusions: What are the implications for our lives? Application? How do we think, feel, and act in light of this text? 
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