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SUGGESTED SUPPLIES 
Note cards (or paper) and pens. 
Discipleship Resources 

 
QUESTIONS? Email Abby: abby@highrock.org 
 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
HOW TO USE: The three sections below (connection questions, sermon questions, and application) represent the three connections                 
we emphasize at Highrock: connecting to God’s People, connecting to God Personally, and connecting to God’s Purposes. Select at                   
least one question from each section or create questions that are more specific to your group.  
 
Questions may repeat themes to help facilitate coming at a similar topic or idea, but from a different angle. The questions are meant                       
to be a jumping off point for discussion and can be adapted to suit your group. 

 

 
CONNECTION QUESTIONS 
Choose ONE of these that fits your group, or modify it so that it will fit your group better. These can make 
great opening questions or ending questions. If you have had a really in-depth conversation, ending on a light 
note can help transition to concluding your time together on a less intense question.  

1. Weekly Check in: Use a few minutes at the beginning of your time to follow up on any action items 

shared from last week. Was there a next step or application challenge that they took on this past 

week? What did they learn about themselves and following Jesus?  

2. Set a time for one minute per person. Then go around and share your highs and lows for the week.  

a. Or: What stands out as a place, time, or person where you noticed God in your week? 

3. What stood out to you from the sermon this week? 

SERMON QUESTIONS 

Use a couple of the questions below or make up your own. You can always begin with: “Do you have any 

questions about what you heard in the sermon this week?” Or, “What stood out to you from the Pastor’s 

sermon?” 
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1. Pastor Meghan brought up a number of important topics that will stand out differently depending on 

the person. Begin by discussing what stood out to you personally in the following questions (a. 

through e.). Then, you can move on to the more topic-specific questions below. 

a. What was life-giving to hear? Share about why that is. 

b. Was there anything surprising... new... challenging...?  

c. What do you have questions about? 

d. What were the connections between the Biblical narrative and our lives today? 

e. What might God be inviting you to do/pray/consider after hearing this sermon? 

2. Sermon Reference: “They wanted to know The right things. If you’re a parent, you might wonder if 
you’re teaching your kids all the right things about Jesus. How about what you’re supposed to say when 
someone asks if your version of Christianity loves LGBTQ people? Do you know the right thing to say? 
Are you the eight kind of Christian? My cousin and I were talking this week, and she said she’s realized 
how easily she’s put off by authors who use language like, ‘Divine Power’ to refer to God, because she’s 
so used to referring to God as Father. Could she really be a Christian if she used different language to 
describe God? Isn’t that closer to some hippy-dippy religion? For as much guilt as we carry for the ways 
we want to follow Jesus the right ways, we have just as much judgement for the people who we feel 
obviously don’t believe the right things about Jesus.” 

a. When was a time you were clearly right and others were there to witness it? What did it feel 
like? How about a time when you were wrong? 

b. How do you determine right and wrong when you need to make a decision or a judgement? Do 
you have a process or is it a snap decision? Does it depend on the circumstances- how so? 

c. What do you think shaped these containers for Right and Wrong? 

d. Are there ways you measure yourself as Good/ Bad or Right/ Wrong? 

e. How does this standard affect you? How might your standard affect how you are able to 
connect with or relate to those you are in community with? 

3. Sermon Reference: “Our anxiety over making sure we safeguard the right understanding of God, our 

theology, leads to nasty memes and derogatory name-calling. For many of us, our ideas about what it 

means to follow Jesus have been shaped by our location in a particular place in time and by the 

religious institutions that influenced us. Each of them has their own set of beliefs that distinguish how 

they relate within the group, and outside of the group. I grew up in the Evangelical Covenant Church, 

Highrock’s denomination, but was influenced by the larger evangelical Christian culture that has been 

prominent in the United States since around the time of Ronald Reagan’s election.” 

a. Share about how you see the labels of right and wrong creating division, anxiety, and 

superiority? 
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b. Pastor Meghan shared that her denominational (church) background was very formative for 

her. What are some of the formative traditions you grew up in (or absence of traditions) which 

shaped you? 

c.  

4. Sermon Reference: “So we like it when the experts tell us what God says about something from the 

Bible, because it means that we have a greater shot of making the right choices, of knowing the right 

things. But what do we do with all the differing interpretations of the Bible? And what do we mean by 

scriptural authority? Some Christians drink alcohol, some don’t. At my Christian university, there were 

lots of school sponsored dances, while students at liberty, a Christian university in Virginia, get fined 

$25 for participating in social dancing. Some Christian scholars believe scripture claims women 

shouldn’t be pastors, but clearly this pastor doesn’t believe the Bible says that.” 

a. What are your categories you have that land yourself or others in the categories of “Right 
Christian and Wrong Christian?” In the room, do you find you have different some of the same 
ideas, but in different categories? 

b. How do you wrestle with the fact that people are growing up with a different sense of right and 

wrong and feel the same convictions you do? Does that create empathy, connection, 

relatability? Why or why not? 

5. Sermon Reference: “When we’re in the middle of a place where the cultural rules of Christianity that 

have helped us know how to follow Jesus don’t make sense any more, it can feel like a place of 

darkness. When the things we are taught about being devoted to feel crushing, rather than hopeful.” 

a. How in this season, or past seasons, have you experienced a type of darkness when the rules 

you learned seemed challegenged or inefficient for what you were dealing with (or questions 

you were asking)? 

b. What did you learn from that season (or this one)? Was there a new perspective that emerged 

about God, yourself, others? 

6. Sermon Reference: “What do you think the new converts devoted themselves to, in the apostles 

teachings? Those certainly could have felt like dark times, with little direction. There wasn’t a rule book 

that made sense anymore! Except the disciples were telling these converts about Jesus, and how Jesus 

showed them what it meant to be free. How Jesus showed them what it meant to walk in the light. 

From what we have recorded in Scripture, it seems Jesus wasn’t too concerned with teaching his 

disciples rules, but rather showing them the heart of what it meant to love. And I’m guessing, right 

after his death and resurrection, the apostles taught people about Jesus’ life and how they were 

supposed to live in love too. It wasn’t about just knowing the right things. It was about doing the right 

things.” 

a. Consider what those years were like for the apostles after Jesus was resurrected. What did they 

have to go on as they tried to be faithful? 

b. How often do you think disagreements arose? 
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c. What models did Jesus leave with them for what was “right” and “wrong” when they were 

faced with choices of how to act towards each other and others? 

d. Discuss some examples of when Jesus did things that were considered “wrong” by cultural 

standards of the day. What was the point he may have been making in some of those 

interactions? 

e. Does Jesus’ examples make things more confusing and unclear? In what ways? Or, does it make 

anything clearer? How so? 

 
APPLICATION 

1. Pastor Meghan shares a number of examples and invitations for what a next right step could look like. 

As you read the selection below, what hits home for you?  

2. What might be a place of “rightness” which is keeping you from loving the way Christ shows us to love? 

3. How might you be an example of Christ’s love through your actions? 

4. When you are unsure of what following Jesus looks like in a circumstance what could it look like to 

seek God’s will? (prayer, talking with others who follow God?) 

a. Sermon Reference: “That is going to show up in ways that might feel countercultural. Maybe 

the next right thing is how we think about Christian education. Instead of wishing our kids were 

able to fire off Bible verses to explain behavior, might we model a faith that leaves room for 

questions about the Bible? If our theological framework, or reading of scripture is flawless, it 

leads to a crisis of faith when inevitably, holes are poked in our arguments. Do we care So, 

parents, KidsRock teachers- would the kids in your sphere be able to imitate the way you love 

the people around you, not just recite the things you know about Jesus? Is the practice of our 

theology real? If you feel stuck in this, maybe the next right thing for you is loving yourself. We 

are often our harshest critics- but Jesus doesn’t condemn you. Neither should you. The love of 

Christ is for you, and in you- and it seeks to lead you to freely loving the world…” 

b. Sermon Reference:  “Maybe the next right thing for you is to intentionally seek to love someone 

you’ve dismissed. You could enter into an intentional relationship with someone whose life 

contradicts everything your brain tells you is the right way to be a Christian. It might be your 

liberal or conservative neighbor or family member. Maybe instead of using your social media to 

fire off derogatory memes, you could pray for your target audience. You could offer the peace of 

Christ to someone who seeks to tear you down out of their own bruised ego, instead of needing 

to be right. We cannot be a church of people who can only love people who are right. We cannot 

be a church of people who always need to be right in order to take action to love. Because what 

happens when, as Capon says, our theological surfboards dump us in the water?...” 

CLOSING 
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Summarize the key points of your discussion and encourage people to share one action step they could take 

during the next week based on what they have shared. Take time to pray together.  Write those down and 

start next week by checking in with how it went, or better yet, check in during the week! 

 

RESOURCES 

SERMON SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 
Acts 2:32-42, John 8:2-12 
 
Acts 2:32-42 
God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received 

from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear. For David did not 

ascend to heaven, and yet he said, 

 

“‘The Lord said to my Lord: 

    “Sit at my right hand 

until I make your enemies 

    a footstool for your feet.”’ 

 

“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and 

Messiah.” 

 

When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, 

what shall we do?” 

 

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 

sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are 

far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” 

 

With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt 

generation.” Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their 

number that day. 

 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 

 

--- 

 John 8:2-12 
 

At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down 

to teach them. The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made 

her stand before the group and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. In the 

Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” They were using this question as a 

trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. 
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But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. When they kept on questioning him, he 

straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” 

Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. 

 

At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the 

woman still standing there. Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one 

condemned you?” 

 

“No one, sir,” she said. 

 

“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.” 

 

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never 

walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

 
 

SCRIPTURE STUDY: 5Cs 

If you are interested in studying the scripture more deeply, one method is to use the 5 Cs. Read through the 
passage and move through each C. The goal is not to move through them quickly, but to really consider each 
section. If you wanted to study the passage together, you, as the leader should take some time beforehand to 
complete the Cs and it can be helpful to have group members come prepared with the first 3 already 
considered. Then, as a group, you can briefly talk over some of the points and have a longer conversation 
about curiosites and conclusions. This study tool will be posted within all of the discussion questions. 

● Context: What is the literary context of the passage? What comes before? After? Context within whole 

book? Relation to main idea of section, book, testament, whole Bible? 

● Christ: How is Jesus revealed here? If in OT, prefiguration, typology, prophesy, implications for Christ's 

person and work? How is he needed, anticipated, fulfilled?  

● Crux: What is the main idea? Try and find a section of the text that states it and have reasons for why 

that is the main idea? How do the other points support it? 

● Curiosities: What is surprising about this text? Controversial? Mysterious? Shocking?  

● Conclusions: What are the implications for our lives? Application? How do we think, feel, and act in 

light of this text? 

 

READING THE BIBLE 

Pastor Dave has provided a few suggestions for Bible reading plans, daily devotionals, and Bible commentaries 
to help you understand God’s Word as you familiarize yourself with it. 
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