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SUGGESTED SUPPLIES 
Note cards (or paper) and pens. 
Discipleship Resources 

 
QUESTIONS? Email Abby: abby@highrock.org 
 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
HOW TO USE: The three sections below (connection questions, sermon questions, and application) represent the three connections                 
we emphasize at Highrock: connecting to God’s People, connecting to God Personally, and connecting to God’s Purposes. Select at                   
least one question from each section or create questions that are more specific to your group.  
 
Questions may repeat themes to help facilitate coming at a similar topic or idea, but from a different angle. The questions are meant                       
to be a jumping off point for discussion and can be adapted to suit your group. 

 

 
CONNECTION QUESTIONS 
Choose ONE of these that fits your group, or modify it so that it will fit your group better. These can make 
great opening questions or ending questions. If you have had a really in-depth conversation, ending on a light 
note can help transition to concluding your time together on a less intense question.  

1. Weekly Check in: Use a few minutes at the beginning of your time to follow up on any action items 

shared from last week. Was there a next step or application challenge that they took on this past 

week? What did they learn about themselves and following Jesus?  

2. Set a time for one minute per person. Then go around and share your highs and lows for the week.  

a. Or: What stands out as a place, time, or person where you noticed God in your week? 

3. What stood out to you from the sermon this week? 

SERMON QUESTIONS 

Use a couple of the questions below or make up your own. You can always begin with: “Do you have any 

questions about what you heard in the sermon this week?” Or, “What stood out to you from the Pastor’s 

sermon?” 
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1. Pastor John brought up a number of important topics that will stand out differently depending on the person. 

Begin by discussing what stood out to you personally in the following questions (a. through e.). Then, you can 

move on to the more topic-specific questions below. 

a. What was life-giving to hear? Share about why that is. 

b. Was there anything surprising... new... challenging...?  

c. What questions do you have? 

d. What are some connections between the Biblical narrative and our lives today? 

e. What might God be inviting you to do/pray/consider after hearing this sermon? 

2. Sermon Reference: “When I was growing up, I didn’t know what to believe about God. Most of my family 

seemed to believe in God. We didn’t go to church regularly, although we went whenever we visited my 

dad’s very Catholic parents. My dad’s youngest sister, my Aunt Joan, was even a Maryknoll nun and 

missionary in Bolivia. But I was an inquisitive kid and quickly became a skeptic about just about 

everything. By the time I got to high school, I was pretty sure that God did NOT exist, or perhaps that 

God was the cultural remnant of an ancient memory of an alien race that had visited and helped us in 

the distant past. Hey, I grew up in the time of the first Star Wars and Close Encounters of the Third Kind. 

But still, I wasn’t sure, and my Christian friend Rob and his family kept me wondering about the 

possibility of a God who stepped into history.” 

a. What was the attitude towards God/ Religion in the family system that you grew up in? 

b. When you heard about God, what was your attitude? Were you skeptical like Pastor John? 

Were you too young to really have questions? 

c. Do you have questions about God in this season of life you are in now? Do you feel more or less 

skeptical about God? Why might that be? 

3. Sermon Reference: “By the time I got to college, I had become skeptical even of my skepticism. But in 

that first two weeks on campus, I met so many Christians. Not that there were that many -- it’s just that 

I seemed to be connecting with them. And I checked out a Friday night Intervarsity gathering. And I had 

a lot of conversations. Often late into the night. The more I connected with these Christians, the more I 

found myself deeply troubled by the sense that I actually might believe in God. Jesus just seemed too 

real, and compelling.” 

a. Share about the moments or relationships which helped you form your picture of God. Was 

there a significant person/people who taught you about Jesus through their words or actions? 

b. What about them or what they shared showed you about who God is? 

4. Sermon Reference: “I wanted God to give me a sign! God, was that joy just a phase? Or did I do 

something to lose my way? Tell me what to do! Have you ever looked to God for a sign? Some divine 

clue or prompting to point you in the right direction? I’ve had so many conversations with people who 

are standing at the crossroads, looking for a sign. Some people are looking for a sign to help find love. Is 

this the right person? Give me a sign, Lord! Choosing between colleges, choosing between majors, 
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choosing between careers. Should I stay at this company? Should I move to a start-up? Should I 

become a stay-at-home parent? Or should I keep working? Should I move there, or stay here? Should I 

quit this struggle, or keep pushing onward? Lord, give us a sign! These are tough, life-altering decisions! 

And what about the choice whether to follow God at all, or to even believe in God? Lord, if you want me 

to really trust you in all the ways that you ask, Then give me a sign!” 

a. Consider different times when God/Jesus gave signs in the Bible. What were some of the 

circumstances God was responding to?  

b. Have you asked God for a sign about something in your life/ circumstances/ decisions? What 

were you looking for from God? 

c. Why do you think God gave/ gives signs? 

5. Sermon Reference: “Signs and wonders were given to authenticate Jesus and his message. And later, 

the apostles [Acts 2:43] also performed signs & wonders, which God used to authenticate that they 

carried on the message and ministry of Jesus. Signs don’t point to themselves. Signs ALWAYS point to 

something greater than themselves.The story of the paralyzed man’s healing ends with these words: 

Luke 5:26 Everyone was amazed and gave praise to God. They were filled with awe and said, “We have 

seen remarkable things today.”What do you think they talked about on the way home?Did they talk 

about their climb up to the roof? Would they talk about the crowd of people and how the crowd 

reacted when they tore a hole in the roof to lower their friend? Or maybe they couldn’t stop talking 

about how their friend had been miraculously healed! If you had lived in that world -- what would you 

have talked about? Imagine you returned home that day and your spouse, or your parents, greeted you 

at the door and said, “Soooo… how was your day? Anything interesting happen?” How would you 

respond?” 

a. This reference is referring back to the story of the paralyzed man who was lowered down 

through a roof by his friends to be healed by Jesus. Jesus not only heals the man’s body, but 

also declares his sins forgiven as well. Do you think that different parts of the story would have 

resonated as “wonders” depending on the person? 

b. When you read the section above, what would have stood out to you if you were in the crowd 

that day?  

c. Where do you see the signs of God’s love, presence, character in that story? 

6. Sermon Reference: “But for now, just consider how this rag-tag group of terrified disciples literally 

changed the world because of their confidence in Christ -- a confidence that came from witnessing the 

resurrection -- that’s why they could trust Jesus, and it’s why we can trust him as well. If you want a 

sign, that’s the ultimate sign that Jesus gives to us. His death and resurrection, as testified to by the 

Scriptures and by a continuous chain of witnesses, called the church, that goes all the way back to the 

events themselves. That said, I do think we still need signs. In the early church, everyone was filled with 

awe and wonder at the signs performed by the apostles. And those signs confirmed the message that 

the apostles shared. And we still have that message! In fact, we have much more than they did! That 

early community in Acts only had the Old Testament Scriptures. We have the Old Testament plus the 27 
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books and letters of the New Testament. We still need signs to continually point us back to the truth of 

the message preserved for us in the Scriptures!” 

a. Have you ever considered the signs and wonders in scripture being a witness/ evidence for you 

as well? 

b. What could it look like to get caught up in looking for new signs and evidence when there are 

already the answers you are looking for?  

c. Is there a question you are holding before God which might be enlightened by looking at the 

scriptures and the character of Jesus/ God? 

d. Are there, perhaps, signs that you have before you which God has already provided? What 

might they point to? (Remember Pastor John shared that the signs point to something greater.) 

APPLICATION 

1. Sermon Reference: “So how can you get in on the action? Get involved. Serve. It’s in serving, especially 

serving together, that we get to see signs of God at work and the incredible blessing of sharing in these 

experiences.Another suggestion is to make space in your small groups and bible studies, and in your 

friendships and families -- make space to share God sightings. Where do you see God at work? Psalm 

9:1 says: I will give thanks to you, Lord, with all my heart; I will tell of all your wonderful deeds. The idea 

with a good note jar, is that at the end of the year, or whenever you’re feeling discouraged, you can 

look in the jar and be reminded of God’s faithfulness to you.These are signs and wonders, even now, 

that can revitalize us as individuals and as a spiritual family…”  

a. Where do you see God inviting you to engage in greater awareness of how God is at work?  

b. In your small group, before closing, have each person share (1 min) where they have seen God 

this week. 

c. This week, at the close of each day, write down one thing you were thankful for that day, what 

is your God sighting?  

 

CLOSING 

Summarize the key points of your discussion and encourage people to share one action step they could take 

during the next week based on what they have shared. Take time to pray together.  Write those down and 

start next week by checking in with how it went, or better yet, check in during the week! 

 

RESOURCES 

SERMON SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 
 
Acts 2:42-47 
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“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 

Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers were 

together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 

Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate 

together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord 

added to their number daily those who were being saved.” 

 

SCRIPTURE STUDY: 5Cs 

If you are interested in studying the scripture more deeply, one method is to use the 5 Cs. Read through the 
passage and move through each C. The goal is not to move through them quickly, but to really consider each 
section. If you wanted to study the passage together, you, as the leader should take some time beforehand to 
complete the Cs and it can be helpful to have group members come prepared with the first 3 already 
considered. Then, as a group, you can briefly talk over some of the points and have a longer conversation 
about curiosites and conclusions. This study tool will be posted within all of the discussion questions. 

● Context: What is the literary context of the passage? What comes before? After? Context within the 

whole book? Relation to main idea of section, book, testament, whole Bible? 

● Christ: How is Jesus revealed here? If in OT, prefiguration, typology, prophesy, implications for Christ's 

person and work? How is he needed, anticipated, fulfilled?  

● Crux: What is the main idea? Try and find a section of the text that states it and have reasons for why 

that is the main idea? How do the other points support it? 

● Curiosities: What is surprising about this text? Controversial? Mysterious? Shocking?  

● Conclusions: What are the implications for our lives? Application? How do we think, feel, and act in 

light of this text? 

 

READING THE BIBLE 

Pastor Dave has provided a few suggestions for Bible reading plans, daily devotionals, and Bible commentaries 
to help you understand God’s Word as you familiarize yourself with it. 
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