
  
  
     SERIES OVERVIEW: Made for Mission 

“Strange and Wonderful” 
Preacher: Pastor Dave Swaim 

April 28, 2019 

Series Sermon Recordings 
Discipleship Resources 

 
SUGGESTED SUPPLIES 

Note cards (or paper) and pens. 

 
QUESTIONS?  

Email Abby 
abby@highrock.org 

 
 
 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
HOW TO USE: The three sections below (opening, sermon content questions, and application) represent the three connections we                  
emphasize at Highrock: connecting to God’s People, connecting to God Personally, and connecting to God’s Purposes. Select at least                   
one question from each section or create questions that are more specific to your group.  

 

 
WEEKLY CHECK IN 
Use a few minutes at the beginning of your time to follow up on any action items shared from last week. Was there a next step or                           
application challenge that they took on this past week? What did they learn about themselves and following Jesus?  

 
CONNECTION QUESTIONS 
Choose ONE of these that fits your group, or modify it so that it will fit your group better. These can make great opening questions 
or ending questions. If you have had a really in-depth conversation, ending on a light note can help transition to concluding your 
time together on a less intense question.  

1. Share a favorite poet, artist, musician, or creative person- what is one of your favorite works by this person? Why? What 

does the work tell you about the artist? 

 

SERMON QUESTIONS 
Use a couple of the questions below or make up your own. You can always begin with: “Do you have any questions about what you 

heard in the sermon this week?” Or, “What stood out to you from the Pastor’s sermon?” 

1. Has there been a time when you could relate to the feeling of questioning your purpose or how the routine of your days can 

erode your sense of value or purpose?  

a. Sermon Reference: “Recently one of my daughters complained that she’s not good at anything.  The truth is that 

she’s good at lots of things, but not the same things that her friends are good at, so all she sees is how she falls 

short compared to others. She feels frustrated and despondent because she don’t know who she is, or why she’s 

here. It feels like there’s no purpose for her life.  She just fills her days aimlessly following the crowd like a sheep. 

Get up, go to school, go to work. Surf social media.  Go to bed to do it all over again the next day.  What’s the 

point?  There’s nothing special about her.  No reason she’s valuable...those feelings can be powerful and 

discouraging, but Ephesians (2:10) insists they’re not telling you the truth.” 
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2. We can feel uncomfortable or out of touch with naming strengths we have, but take a few minutes individually to write 

down gifts or strengths you have. If you are having trouble identifying them, often our gifts/strengths are things which 

come easily to us. You can also consider affirmations from mentors, coaches, friends. Your list could include things you can 

do, but also include character traits as well.  Sit with these strengths and go around and share one or two with the group.  

a. Sermon Reference: “God created me with a big mouth and a persuasive personality. My mom said I started talking 

in the delivery room and haven’t shut up since. She was very clear that she thought i was strange… and wonderful! 

This attribute can make me a persuasive preacher, or a malicious manipulator.  When I became a christian, I was 

changed, not that I stopped talking, but that began talking more truthfully and lovingly. I started using my words to 

build up others rather than only myself.  God began washing me of the sin that was hindering me from doing the 

good works God designed me to do. Bit by bit God was changing me back into myself.” 

3. What in your week or day bears your creative mark? The way you write code, manage a team, create art, teach... where is 

your creativity a reflection of who you are? 

a. Where are places (or who are people through which) you can easily see God’s creative purpose and intentional 

beauty? 

i. Sermon reference: “So it is, God says, that we, you and I, are God’s poema, His poem through which He 

speaks to the world, and shares Himself.  I don’t write poetry, but I write sermons, which is a similar 

process.  I begin with an idea from God’s Word I want to share, and then slowly, over the course of a week 

or two, consider how to communicate that idea in a way that will bless, encourage and challenge you.  I 

choose a passage; I study for a few days;  I choose a mood- should this one be serious or funny?  I choose 

illustrations. all week I wrestle with questions and search for the right phrases. It’s a very demanding, 

thoughtful and prayerful, process, because I care enough about you to try my best to get it right.  I believe 

it matters.” 

4. When have you felt out of place like Pastor Dave described below? Where does your gifting feel at home or like they fit in 

well? When might you be trying to fit a square peg in a round hole?  

a. What do you do or how do you have to adjust to that misaligned situation? 

i. Sermon Reference: “But it’s just as true that if you’re introverted, you won’t enjoy being a politician.  If 

you‘re extroverted you probably won’t enjoy being a statistician.  Neither personality is better or worse, 

they’re just different ways God has deliberately designed us to do different things, because we need both 

politicians and statisticians.  But if you pursue a career that’s inconsistent with the way God made you, 

you’ll forever feel like the square peg in the round hole.” 

5. Do you find yourself idolizing one “type”of person (being successful, having a certain job, income, family structure, 

achievements). How can our picture of the ideal person/job/life cloud our ability to identify our own gifts and purpose?  

a. Sermon Reference: “A sports car and a school bus are both automobiles, but by just looking at them you can tell 

they were designed for different purposes.  So which one is better? It depends on what you plan do. If the goal is to 

get somewhere quickly, the sports car’s better, but if you wanted to get 40 kids somewhere quickly, that sports car 

would take forever because you’d have to make 40 trips!” 

6. What shifts about your image of God when your see yourself as carefully crafted as a poem rather than haphazardly put 

together like a mad lib? 

a. What shift in the way you see yourself?  

i. Optional question: If you were to imagine yourself as a poem or painting, what colors or words would 

dominate the image or phrasing? 
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ii. Sermon Reference: “You hear how different that [Pastor Adele’s Poem] is than our Mad Lib, but I have the 

text of her poem here and thought it might be fun to help her fix it up a little. I didn’t tell Pastor Adele I 

was going to do this, but I blocked out some key words for us to fill in - ok, I need a noun.” 

7. How does this scripture in the sermon reference below land with you? Does it make you uncomfortable? Does it bring up 

more questions than answers? Does is make you feel loved and more curious about God? Share about why you might 

experience the reaction you named. 

a. Sermon Reference:  “2 Corinthians (3:3) Paul writes that you are a letter from christ – written by the spirit of God. 

God’s POEMA – carefully crafted to accomplish something that matters.”  

8. We can all feel uncomfortable facing our humanness, brokenness, or weakness. When have you noticed you get 

uncomfortable with facing your own limits? Do you ever try to cover over or deny that you are in need of help?  

a. Why might we need to be aware and honest about our whole self, including our weaknesses, limitations, and 

needs to get a full picture of who God has made us to be? How might this understanding grow our connection to 

community and to God? 

b. How can it help us narrow in on what are purpose is as well as pursuits we might need to let go of? 

i. Sermon Reference: “Sometimes people with disabilities make us uncomfortable because they remind us 

just how vulnerable, needy and… human all of us are..  It’s a truth that we try to deny as we pretend to be 

invincible. Could they be God’s gift to all of us by enabling us to embrace what it really means to be only 

human?  We’re all in need of help from others.  None of us is adequate on our own! Is it possible that some 

of the things we dismiss as disabilities are actually god’s ways of leading all of us deeper into the truth of 

who we are, and the meaning of full life?  Maybe they don’t need to be healed, we do!” 

9.  Where are you in this season in considering that God has a purpose for you? Are you in a place of doubt and questions? 

Fear? Anticipation and excitement?  

a. Wherever you are, what is your question for God? What are you looking to hear from God about your purposes? 

i. Sermon Reference: “The particular poem God will write with your life depends in part on your personality, 

abilities, opportunities, passions, and your previous experiences, so in this sermon series we’re going to 

look at each one of those to help you discover why you were made, and begin doing what you were 

created to if you’re not already! That sounds wonderful, but what if you don’t feel like you’re there yet? No 

problem. (Phil 1:6) God who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion. God doesn’t show 

Himself to the world simply through the tasks he does through me, but also through the transformation he 

brings about in me.” 

 

APPLICATION/S 

1. What are some of your passions? Again, feel free to take a break to have group members write some of these down. Using 
the example below, how might that passion translate to serving God and serving others? 

a. This week, find one small way to use that passion to serve another person. Ask God to help you see more clearly 
your purpose through your passions.  

b. Sermon Reference: “(Luke 9:25) As Jesus reminded us, “What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, and 
yet lose or forfeit their very self?” You were made for more than making money! How did God design you to serve in 
some special way?  Your Kingdom purpose may be expressed through your career, but may not be.  Your job may 
simply sustain you so that you can do the true ministry God made you for.  

Perhaps your passion for TRAVEL is God’s passion for MISSIONS,  
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your passion for POLITICS is God’s passion for social JUSTICE.  

your passion for academic ACHIEVEMENT is God’s passion for TRUTH 

your passion to have KIDS is God’s passion to raise children who are LOVED 

your passion for COOKING or DECORATING is God’s passion for HOSPITALITY 

Your passion for SOLITUDE is God’s passion for PRAYER 

Your passion for MEETING people is God’s passion for EVANGELISM.” 

2. As described below, over time works of art can be distorted by layers of dirt. As you listened to the sermon or over the 
course of the discussion, is there sin you may need to repent of that God’s work in you might be made more visible? Are 
there ways you are pursuing your passions which do not align with your desire to serve God and others? 

a. Sermon Reference: “In the 1980’s a major restoration was undertaken to remove the dirt and dresses, so that for 

the first time in centuries viewers could see the ceiling the way Michelangelo created it. I visited the Vatican just as 

that process was nearing completion, and the juxtaposition between the cleaned and uncleaned sections of the 

ceiling was jarring. Though it was essentially the same image as before, the colors were so much more vivid, and 

the scenes more alive. And perhaps this is what Paul means in Ephesians 5 (25b-26) when he says that Jesus washes 

us – making us clean. He rescues us from the sin and selfishness that made his masterpiece harder for people to 

see.” 

 

CLOSING 
Summarize the key points of your discussion and encourage people to share one action step they could take during the next week 

based on what they have shared. Take time to pray together.  Write those down and start next week by checking in with how it 

went, or better yet, check in during the week! 

 

RESOURCES 

SERMON SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 
 
Ephesians 2:10 
“For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to 
do.” 
 
 

 

SCRIPTURE STUDY: 5Cs 

If you are interested in studying the scripture more deeply, one method is to use the 5 Cs. Read through the passage and move 
through each C. The goal is not to move through them quickly, but to really consider each section. If you wanted to study the 
passage together, you, as the leader should take some time beforehand to complete the Cs and it can be helpful to have group 
members come prepared with the first 3 already considered. Then, as a group, you can briefly talk over some of the points and have 
a longer conversation about curiosites and conclusions. This study tool will be posted within all of the discussion questions. 

● Context: What is the literary context of the passage? What comes before? After? Context within whole book? Relation to 

main idea of section, book, testament, whole Bible? 

● Christ: How is Jesus revealed here? If in OT, prefiguration, typology, prophesy, implications for Christ's person and work? 

How is he needed, anticipated, fulfilled?  

● Crux: What is the main idea? Try and find a section of the text that states it and have reasons for why that is the main idea? 

How do the other points support it? 

● Curiosities: What is surprising about this text? Controversial? Mysterious? Shocking?  
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● Conclusions: What are the implications for our lives? Application? How do we think, feel, and act in light of this text? 

 

READING THE BIBLE 

Pastor Dave has provided a few suggestions for Bible reading plans, daily devotionals, and Bible commentaries to help you 
understand God’s Word as you familiarize yourself with it. 
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