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SUGGESTED SUPPLIES 
Note cards (or paper) and pens. 
Discipleship Resources 

 
QUESTIONS? Email Abby: abby@highrock.org 
 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
HOW TO USE: The three sections below (connection questions, sermon questions, and application) represent the three connections                 
we emphasize at Highrock: connecting to God’s People, connecting to God Personally, and connecting to God’s Purposes. Select at                   
least one question from each section or create questions that are more specific to your group.  
 
Questions may repeat themes to help facilitate coming at a similar topic or idea, but from a different angle. The questions are meant                       
to be a jumping off point for discussion and can be adapted to suit your group. 

 

 
CONNECTION QUESTIONS 
Choose ONE of these that fits your group, or modify it so that it will fit your group better. These can make 
great opening questions or ending questions. If you have had a really in-depth conversation, ending on a light 
note can help transition to concluding your time together on a less intense question.  

1. Weekly Check in: Use a few minutes at the beginning of your time to follow up on any action items 

shared from last week. Was there a next step or application challenge that they took on this past 

week? What did they learn about themselves and following Jesus?  

2. Set a time for one minute per person. Then go around and share your highs and lows for the week.  

a. Or: What stands out as a place, time, or person where you noticed God in your week? 

3. What stood out to you from the sermon this week? 

SERMON QUESTIONS 

Use a couple of the questions below or make up your own. You can always begin with: “Do you have any 

questions about what you heard in the sermon this week?” Or, “What stood out to you from the Pastor’s 

sermon?” 
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1. Pastor Dave brought up a number of important topics that will stand out differently depending on 

the person. Begin by discussing what stood out to you personally in the following questions (a. 

through e.). Then, you can move on to the more topic-specific questions below. 

a. What was life-giving to hear? Share about why that is. 

b. Was there anything surprising... new... challenging...?  

c. What do you have questions about? 

d. What were the connections between the Biblical narrative and our lives today? 

e. What might God be inviting you to do/pray/consider after hearing this sermon? 

2. Sermon Reference:  “The biggest competition for true Christianity today is consumerism. We replace trusting 
God with trusting in money.” 

a. Do you agree with Pastor Dave’s statement about Money being a key threat to Christianity? 

b. How do you see this in our culture? 

c. How do you see this tension/ pull in your own life? What are examples in small moments/ decisions? 
What can it look like in big decisions or values? 

3. Sermon Reference: “But in some sense that would simply be preaching to the choir, because I'm so thankful that 
Highrock is exceptionally generous. So many times when one member’s suddenly in need, those who know that 
person quietly help - with money, advice, a place to stay, or just a listening ear and loving heart. other times they 
don’t even know each other, but a call goes out when a Highrocker in trouble, and volunteers make meals for 
someone who just had a baby, or is sick.  They offer childcare so that someone can go to a job interview, or a 
spare room to someone who suffered a house fire or whose heat stopped working.” 

a. Share together a time when you were on the receiving end of generosity. 

b. To be able to be helped we need to admit we need it. Do you avoid asking for help or admitting you 
need it to others? 

c. How is the humility to know we need help important to allowing others the opportunity to be generous? 
What impact might this authenticity have in helping you connect with community and not just be a 
caretaker, but allowing others to care for you? 

4. Sermon Reference: “Just be more generous and both you and the person you’re helping will be blessed! But the 
truth is that it’s usually not that simple at all.  Because a lot of us don’t struggle with whether to be generous, but 
how to be generous.  It’s not always easy.  Partially I'm preaching about this because in several sticky situations 
I've been wrestling with it myself recently, and been unsure what to do.  For example, when I see some of my 
adult kids struggling with a problem, as a dad I want to run in and rescue them, but would that prevent them 
from learning to take responsibility?  As a parent, or a friend, could it ever be right not to help someone when I 
could?” 

a. Together, discuss how you have experienced this tension. When are moments you have wondered what 
actual help looked like. 

b. What are different nuanced situations where one way of helping a person or situation might not be the 
best way to help in another circumstance? 

5. Sermon Reference: “If this problem mis-applied generosity is so well-documented, then why do we keep falling 
into this trap? Part of it of course is that in an age when time is so valuable, sometimes giving money can be the 
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easier thing to do.  Hear a sad story?  Feel like God may be calling you to get involved in a way that might 
required time or attention?  Yikes - that’s too much!  Just send some cash so you can move on with your life. 
Another element of giving money is that it makes us feel very powerful - almost god-like, when we believe we’re 
saving people.  Sometimes the person I'm really trying to serve is myself. In a weird way I'm using the recipient of 
my charity to assure myself that I'm a good person. These are important considerations, but underlying them all 
is another question: is it possible that in addition to reflecting our genuine generosity, some of our attempts to 
help reveal our deeply ingrained materialism?” 

a. How might what we see as “generous” be rooted in materialism. Think about what you typically see as 
“fixed” or “solutions” to a problem. Does it look like material wealth or provision? 

b. How might our perception of what “enough” looks like: enough money, enough clothes, enough time, 
enough space in a home, yard, etc. How does our picture of “enough” impact our willingness to give and 
be generous? 

c. What is God’s invitation when you think about what is enough for you? What is God’s narrative of what 
we really need? 

6. Sermon Reference: “On a personal scale it means that I, and maybe you, need to learn to distinguish what kind 
of help is really needed before rushing in anxiously to rescue people.”  

a. Share about a person, cause, or topic you feel interested in being involved with. Consider where you 
information about this topic is coming from. Who are people you can learn from those who have first 
hand accounts about what is needed? 

b. Often there are layers to chronic or crisis issues. Do you typically spend time learning about underlying 
issues or complication to the topic which you are passionate about or when you want to give/help? 

c. What does humility look like when it comes to wanting to help? 

7. Sermon Reference: “What would it look like if we did more relational work, and not just relief work?  Either way 

the call for us is to be generous - like the church we read about in Acts.  But not just with money, with love, 

attention, wisdom, prayer, encouragement, and advice. all of us have something to give.  Some of you have more 

money to share, others more time, and others have other kinds of gifts.  They can all be valuable, and may be 

exactly what someone else needs, so God can bless them through you.” 

a. Sometimes, money is the best way to help. But, if you realize that there is more being asked of you than 

a monetary donation, what are some other resources/ gifts you have that you might be able to use 

generously?  

 
APPLICATION 

1. Read the 4 action steps below. We each need to consider all of them carefully. Is there one in particular you that 

you feel challenged by or want to refute? Why might that be? What might be underneath that feeling you are 

having? 

a. Is there something God is inviting you to that might challenge your “normal”? Or challenge how you 

view your resources/ money/ time? 

SERMON REFERENCE: 

i. “the first is to begin by worshipping god.  Money may seem like the most powerful thing in the 

world until we meditate on the one who created the world...so don’t try to replace God by 
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rescuing people, instead, ask what God’s doing already, and whether there is a part you have to 

play in his ministry to them.” 

ii. “secondly, give what you can.  God’s given some of you silver and gold to share.  Others of you 
don’t have that, but can serve in other ways that may be much more meaningful in certain 
situations: visit the sick, deliver dinner, offer babysitting, prayer, or write encouragement 
notes...each of us should ask “what do I have to share with others?” An extra bedroom?  Free 
time?  Expertise in some field? Networks or connections that might be helpful?  The ability to fix 
things?” 

iii. “Third - be generous, but cautious.  Find out what’s really needed rather than rushing in with the 

solution you want to give. It would have been much faster for peter to toss a few coins at that 

beggar and keep going, but he stopped to look at him, see what he really needed and then give 

him the ability to participate in community in a healthy way...so ask before you intervene: “Am I 

really helping the other person, or myself, by making myself feel powerful and virtuous or 

relieved of worrying about them?  Is what I want to do truly good for them, or does it just feel 

good for me?” 

iv. “Final point… do something! All the good intentions in the world are meaningless if you don’t 
actually get involved somewhere.  Serving others is part of what it means to follow Jesus . Join 
the Chang family who is raising money for a medical van for our church partners in india, or join 
the team of medical professionals going to india this summer to work alongside doctors from 
indian churches as they care for underserved people who may be seeing the love of christ lived 
out for the very first time.” 

 
CLOSING 

Summarize the key points of your discussion and encourage people to share one action step they could take 

during the next week based on what they have shared. Take time to pray together.  Write those down and 

start next week by checking in with how it went, or better yet, check in during the week! 

 

RESOURCES 

SERMON SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 
 
Acts 2:42-47 
 
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 

Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers were 

together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 

Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate 

together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord 

added to their number daily those who were being saved.” 

 

SCRIPTURE STUDY: 5Cs 

If you are interested in studying the scripture more deeply, one method is to use the 5 Cs. Read through the 
passage and move through each C. The goal is not to move through them quickly, but to really consider each 
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section. If you wanted to study the passage together, you, as the leader should take some time beforehand to 
complete the Cs and it can be helpful to have group members come prepared with the first 3 already 
considered. Then, as a group, you can briefly talk over some of the points and have a longer conversation 
about curiosites and conclusions. This study tool will be posted within all of the discussion questions. 

● Context: What is the literary context of the passage? What comes before? After? Context within whole 

book? Relation to main idea of section, book, testament, whole Bible? 

● Christ: How is Jesus revealed here? If in OT, prefiguration, typology, prophesy, implications for Christ's 

person and work? How is he needed, anticipated, fulfilled?  

● Crux: What is the main idea? Try and find a section of the text that states it and have reasons for why 

that is the main idea? How do the other points support it? 

● Curiosities: What is surprising about this text? Controversial? Mysterious? Shocking?  

● Conclusions: What are the implications for our lives? Application? How do we think, feel, and act in 

light of this text? 

 

READING THE BIBLE 

Pastor Dave has provided a few suggestions for Bible reading plans, daily devotionals, and Bible commentaries 
to help you understand God’s Word as you familiarize yourself with it. 
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