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Series Sermon Recordings  
 
SUGGESTED SUPPLIES 
Note cards (or paper) and pens. 
Discipleship Resources 

 
QUESTIONS? Email Abby: abby@highrock.org 
 
 
 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
HOW TO USE: The three sections below (opening, sermon content questions, and application) represent the three connections we                  
emphasize at Highrock: connecting to God’s People, connecting to God Personally, and connecting to God’s Purposes. Select at least                   
one question from each section or create questions that are more specific to your group.  

 

 
WEEKLY CHECK IN 
Use a few minutes at the beginning of your time to follow up on any action items shared from last week. Was there a next step or                           
application challenge that they took on this past week? What did they learn about themselves and following Jesus?  

 
CONNECTION QUESTIONS 
Choose ONE of these that fits your group, or modify it so that it will fit your group better. These can make great opening questions 
or ending questions. If you have had a really in-depth conversation, ending on a light note can help transition to concluding your 
time together on a less intense question.  

1. Set a time for one minute per person. Then go around and share your highs and lows for the week. Or 

share: What stands out as a place, time, or person where you noticed God in your week? 

2. What stood out to you from the sermon this week? 

SERMON QUESTIONS 

Use a couple of the questions below or make up your own. You can always begin with: “Do you have any questions about what you 

heard in the sermon this week?” Or, “What stood out to you from the Pastor’s sermon?” 

NOTE: Change in format. The questions will FOLLOW the sermon reference. Please let me know how this new ways of 

organizing works (Or doesn’t work) as you have your small group discussions.  (abby@highrock.org). 

1. Sermon Reference: “Likewise, the most effective way to interest others in Jesus is to genuinely love him 

myself.  Jesus isn’t an idea, political party or moral code.  Jesus is God with us, as a person.  Jesus knows 

me, and loves me, and I can know and love him back.   The only reason we want to share Jesus with 

others is that we love him ourselves. My arguments for Jesus will never be as winsome as my affection 
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for Jesus. So if you want to be more effective in sharing your faith, focus first on fanning into flame your 

love for Jesus by spending time talking with him, learning from him, and enjoying him.” 

a. Pastor Dave shares about his own love for Jesus. Do you feel like you are in this same place, or 

is Jesus new to you, like a new friendship, and acquaintances? How would you put your feelings 

toward Jesus in your own words? 

i. What questions do you have about Jesus or following him? 

ii. What is a way you would like to grow in your relationship with Jesus in the next season? 

What might be a way you could get to know more, be more aware of, or experience 

more of Jesus? 

iii. How can having a fuller picture of who Jesus was and what he did inform us about how 

to follow him and share his message with others? 

iv. What is one thing about Jesus’ life or message which has been impactful for you? 

Imagine what it would be like to share that with a friend or family member. What would 

that be like? 

2. Sermon Reference: “But Jesus doesn’t stop there.  He says the second greatest commandment is like 

the first, in that they’re almost the same thing.  Humans are made in God’s image, so the way we feel 

about people is the way we feel about God...if we’re all made in God’s image, do you see that loving 

others, and ourselves, is basically the same thing as loving God!...We can’t make disciples of anyone 

until we truly love them. … My point is that we can’t achieve Jesus’ great commission - to welcome new 

people into Jesus’ family, unless we take to heart his great commandment - to love people first.” 

a. What are some examples you can think of where Jesus loved people in a radical way that was 

contrary to popular culture? What was the impact of Jesus’ love for that person and those who 

witnessed it? 

b. What is something for you that makes you feel seen, known, loved for who you are not not for 

what you can do/ be/ produce?  

c. Share about what it means to you to be loved by Jesus? 

d. How does your own understanding of how Jesus loves others and loves you inform how you 

might need to love others as a follower of Jesus? 

e. Are there some areas of your life you might need to repent and change the way you have been 

treating others- in action or in thought? 

3. Sermon Reference: “And this is why Jesus issues the great challenge: (Mark 8:34) “whoever wants to 

be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.” At the moment Jesus said 

this, he was moving toward Jerusalem to be crucified to save people who hated him and defeat death 

forever...A lot of us like to call ourselves followers of Jesus, but this is what it actually means to follow 

him. It means to see what he does, and do the same thing. It means to be willing to love those who 

don’t deserve it, serve those who can’t serve you back, forgive those who hurt you, and trust God in 
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every situation. Loving others is not only necessary if we’re going to help people discover Jesus, it’s also, 

ironically, the best way to serve yourself because other-centered joy is the only joy that really satisfies 

or endures.” 

a. Jesus’ sacrificial life and death are common topics in the Christian life. Consider just one way 

that Jesus lived sacrificially, what might that look like in your life if you were to truly model it? 

b. Perhaps you are exhausted from doing so much for others that you feel you are barely keeping 

it together. What does it look like to know that Jesus is with you and sees your exhaustion. 

What Is Jesus’ invitation to you in this? 

c. Jesus did not boast in the way he served others. When you think of the joy which might come 

from serving or taking up your cross, what do you think is involved in that? What might be 

necessary to make that sustainable for your soul (community connections, prayer, spiritual 

practices?) 

4. Sermon Reference: “Honestly, each step requires a little death: death to my selfishness, death to my 

pride, death to my wanting to be right or getting my own way. But after the initial sting, each of those 

deaths feels like freedom and fullness of life! I’ve seen this happen in thousands of people at highrock. 

I've seen truth told, forgiveness extended,  relationships reconciled, sins conquered, addictions 

defeated, and sacrifices that made a difference for those in need. I've seen bridges built between people 

that our society usually builds walls between - including people of different political parties, ethnicities, 

economic groups or education levels - I've seen these people become one family.  if you’ve been here 

very long, you’ve seen it too.” 

a. Can you resonate with any of the examples in the excerpt above? Where have you seen new 

life in an area that you needed to do some pruning?  

b. What was it like for you to discern what you needed to die to? How was God a part of that 

discernment? Was there someone in your life you trusted who was a part of that process? 

c. This fall season we can look around and see the leaves falling, no longer needed by the tree. 

What are the dead leaves you might be hanging onto? Can you let go knowing that God intends 

to bring new life in its place? 

APPLICATION 

1. Sermon Reference: “Most unchurched people are open to a conversation about faith, but that’s not 

usually enough to inspire someone to follow Jesus.  More often the third step is to invite them to church 

- a community where they can watch the difference that God makes through the transformed 

relationships there.  They have to belong before they believe, because that’s where most people 

actually make the decision to follow Jesus. But that means we need to invite people, which we’re 

reluctant to do because we’re convinced that no one wants to come. However, it turns out that 55% of 

those unchurched millennials said they would respond positively if a friend or family member invited 

them to church.  And it what was the most surprising statistic in this survey, to me at least, of these 

millennials who don’t go to church, 39% of them already expect to regularly attend church at some 
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point in the future.  Too bad their friends and family members aren’t inviting them! church: that’s us. 

We’re not inviting them, though most people are far more open than you expect.” 

a. Have you considered inviting someone you know to church before? What have been some 

concerns/fears/barriers for you? Share what encourages you to be more brave in your 

invitations and conversations? 

b. As you have reflected on your own relationship with Jesus, is there someone you know whom 

you would like to know the good news of the Gospel as well? Who are 1-3 people you would 

consider prayer for an opportunity to begin sharing your own story of faith with? 

CLOSING 

Summarize the key points of your discussion and encourage people to share one action step they could take 

during the next week based on what they have shared. Take time to pray together.  Write those down and 

start next week by checking in with how it went, or better yet, check in during the week! 

 
 

 
 

RESOURCES 

SERMON SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 
 

Matthew 28:19-20 
 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. 
 

 

SCRIPTURE STUDY: 5Cs 

If you are interested in studying the scriptures more deeply, one method is to use the 5 Cs. Read through the 
passage and move through each C. The goal is not to move through them quickly, but to really consider each 
section. If you wanted to study the passage together, you, as the leader should take some time beforehand to 
complete the Cs and it can be helpful to have group members come prepared with the first 3 already 
considered. Then, as a group, you can briefly talk over some of the points and have a longer conversation 
about curiosites and conclusions. This study tool will be posted within all of the discussion questions. 

● Context: What is the literary context of the passage? What comes before? After? Context within whole 

book? Relation to the main idea of section, book, testament, whole Bible? 

● Christ: How is Jesus revealed here? If in OT, prefiguration, typology, prophesy, implications for Christ's 

person and work? How is he needed, anticipated, fulfilled?  

● Crux: What is the main idea? Try and find a section of the text that states it and have reasons for why 

that is the main idea? How do the other points support it? 
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● Curiosities: What is surprising about this text? Controversial? Mysterious? Shocking?  

● Conclusions: What are the implications for our lives? Application? How do we think, feel, and act in 

light of this text? 

 

READING THE BIBLE 

Pastor Dave has provided a few suggestions for Bible reading plans, daily devotionals, and Bible commentaries 
to help you understand God’s Word as you familiarize yourself with it. 
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