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SUGGESTED SUPPLIES 

Note cards (or paper) and pens. 

 
QUESTIONS?  

Email Abby  
Abby@highrock.org 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
HOW TO USE: The three sections below (opening, sermon content questions, and application) represent the three connections we                  
emphasize at Highrock: connecting to God’s People, connecting to God Personally and connecting to God’s Purposes. Select at least                   
one question from each section or create questions that are more specific to your group.  

 

 
WEEKLY CHECK IN 
Use a few minutes at the beginning of your time to follow up on any action items shared from last week. Was there a next step or                           
application challenge that they took on this past week? What did they learn about themselves and following Jesus?  

 
CONNECTION QUESTIONS 
Choose ONE of these that fits your group, or modify it so that it will fit your group better. These can make great opening questions 
or ending questions. If you have had a really in-depth conversation, ending on a light note can help transition to concluding your 
time Together on a less intense question.  

1. When you think of the Star as a symbol of Christmas, what are some of the first images or feelings that come to mind? 

SERMON QUESTIONS 

Use a couple of the questions below or make up your own. You can always begin with: “Do you have any questions about what you 

heard in the sermon this week?” Or, “What stood out to you from the Pastor’s sermon?” 

1. Read this passage from Matthew 2:1-12 from the scripture section at the end of this resource. Share about what stands out 

to you about the story, the characters, the star, etc... 

1 

http://www.highrock.org/sermons/
http://www.highrock.org/discipleship-resources/
mailto:Abby@highrock.org


a. Then, consider Pastor Will’s comment below. What is significant about the WHO of this story? 

i. Sermon Reference: “Matthew is interested in the who of the story: ‘We saw His star…’ Matthew is 

interested in the Ones who saw the star, and the One who sent it! And only when we grasp those two 

characters can we grasp the meaning of the Star!” 

2. What might a modern-day Magi be like? What does it look like when we search for God in the “wrong” places? 

a. Sermon Reference: “The first is the Magi… who weren’t three kings or wise men, and we don’t even know if they 

were just three of them. Magi was a common vocation in ancient society. Part-astronomer, part-astrologist, magi 

would study the movements of the stars in order to find messages about the meaning of life...That’s the Magi -- 

their hearts are searching for God, but their eyes are stuck in the stars. They’re people who are searching for the 

right things but in all the wrong places!” 

3. Consider together what it says about God that such unlikely or misguided people would be placed  at the center of the 

coming of the new King of Israel.  

a. Sermon Reference: “Why would a bunch of spiritually misguided Gentiles from a faraway land end up right in the 

center of a story about Israel’s new King? Well, the Magi didn’t just wander into this story on accident! No, what 

Matthew wants us to recognize is that Someone led them there!” 

4. When you think of those who do not know God or seem far off to you, how does the story of God’s inclusion of the Magi 

expand your picture of who God intends to include in the story of Salvation. Are there people whom you have written off or 

judged them as an “other” or out of reach? 

a. Sermon Reference: “But the reason Matthew weaves the Magi into his Good News story on the very next page is to 

challenge our tribalism, and to broaden our interpretation of God’s heart and salvation! The presence of the Magi 

teaches us that when we read ‘Jesus will save his people’, His people means all people. The presence of the Magi 

teach us that Immanuel does not mean ‘God with one tribe’; it’s God with all of us!” 

5. Where do you see God’s grace and love for the Magi in the way the message is revealed to them? Have you ever 

experienced God using something or someone that you already related to to show you the way to new life or new 

understanding of who God is? 

a. Sermon Reference: “Think about it: Why did the Magi happen to see this star when it rose? Because they were 

people who already looked up at the stars! Why did they interpret it as marking the birth of a king and follow it? 

Because Magi actually often interpreted astronomical events like this as marking royal birth announcements. In 

other words, God sends them something familiar, something they trust and look up to, something they naturally 

relate to and are attracted to, in order to lead them somewhere new, to lead them to Jesus where they find joy and 

respond in generosity!” 

6. Pastor Will shared about his longing and desire for affection and esteem. Also, he longed for a big brother figure who could 

be a role model. He then shared how, in college, God worked through this desire to cultivate a relationship with a Mentor. 

Can you begin to name some of the desires/longings you have? Do you tend to ignore your longings or write them off? 

What would it look like to bring them before God and ask God to work through them? 

a. Do you believe God wants to fulfill these desires you have?  

b. When has there been a time you have experienced God’s love for you showing up in a surprising way? 

i. Sermon Reference: “I was spiritually thirsty, but I had left the right places and now was searching in the 

wrong places. But my Lord and Creator loves me so much that he didn’t wait for me to go find him. God 

sent me stars, people who perfectly and uniquely embodied the things my heart was searching for, stars 

that provoked my wonder, and God used those stars to lead me to Him!” 
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7. Have you ever felt the pressure or responsibility to “save” someone or be the one who changes someone’s life? Read the 

sermon reference below, how does it reorient you to what God is asking of you in your relationships. How does allowing 

God to be in control require trust or faith from you?  

a. What does it look like to intentionally shine in a way that earns truth, builds relationships, and points to Jesus? 

i. Sermon Reference: “To shine like a star doesn’t mean saving anyone - it’s simply leading 

Wonder-provoking lives out in the world, and also Welcoming lives that regularly invite others into 

communities like this where they can encounter Christ in the Scriptures, in worship, in the gifts of the Body. 

And it’s Jesus Christ, through the power of the Holy Spirit, who changes lives and hearts. Our job is simply 

to be in intentional relationship with our spiritually-seeking neighbors and friends; to be someone they 

naturally trust and connect with.” 

8. Has your waiting for God this year or season felt active or passive? How so? Are there ways that you can start actively 

waiting and watching for God? 

a. Sermon Reference: “This season of advent is about waiting, but it’s not about God waiting around for us to finally 

find our way to him. It’s about how the Lord loves us so much that he doesn’t wait for us to figure it all out. The 

Lord seeks us out, intervenes in our lives personally and uniquey, sending us the perfect stars to light the horizon of 

our particular darkness to lead us back home to Jesus - who can save us, save our relationships, who can restore 

what’s broken! And that means we can wait on God, looking for, eagerly anticipating the ways God will show up in 

our lives, in the wandering lives of those dear to us, even in the lives of those we’ve written off.” 

APPLICATION/S 

1. Read the suggestion from Pastor Will below. What does a next step or invitation from God look like for you to reach out and 

connect with someone? 

a. Sermon Reference: “If you’ve been searching or feel stuck, is there some experience or someone that has sparked 

your spiritual curiosity? Maybe you should explore that, talk about that experience with your pastor, or take that 

person out to coffee and learn more. It may be nothing, but it may be the Creator of the Universe sending you a 

personal sign, trying to get your attention. It is worth exploring!” 

2. Who have been stars in your life? This week, intentionally reach out to them to share how they have been a light to you. 

a. Set aside some time this week to remember in a tangible way, maybe through writing or drawing. Choose a way 

that you can then reflect on your list or images of how God has brought light into your life through people and 

Jesus’ light. 

i. Sermon Reference: “Deuteronomy 8:2, Remember the long way that the Lord your God has led you…” 

This season, every time you see a star, remember and thank the Lord for the unique Stars he sent to lead 

you home to Jesus! They are your unique reminders that your unique name is written on the heart of God! 

People love to send Christmas cards this time of year, with your kids’ shining smiles. But maybe this year 

send a card of thanks and encouragement to the stars God sent into your life! 

CLOSING 
Summarize the key points of your discussion and encourage people to share one action step they could take during the next week 

based on what they have shared. Take time to pray together.  Write those down and start next week by checking in with how it 

went, or better yet, check in during the week! 

 

RESOURCES 
 
SERMON SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

3 



 

Matthew 2:1-12 

2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi[a] from the east came to Jerusalem 2 
and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship 
him.” 

3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called together all the people’s 
chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they 
replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 

6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for out of you will come a ruler 

    who will shepherd my people Israel.’[b]” 

7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to 
Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and 
worship him.” 

9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until 
it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the 
house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their 
treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go 
back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.” 

 

SCRIPTURE STUDY: 5Cs 

If you are interested in studying the scripture more deeply, one way to study scripture is through using the 5 Cs. Read through the 
passage and move through each C. The goal is not to move through them quickly but to really consider each section. If you wanted 
to study the passage together, you, as the leader should take some time beforehand to complete the Cs and it can be helpful to have 
group members come prepared with the first 3 already considered. Then, as a group you can briefly talk over some of the points and 
then have a longer conversation about curiosites and conclusions. This study tool will be posted within all of the discussion 
questions. 

● Context: What is the literary context of the passage? What comes before? After? Context within whole book? Relation to 

main idea of section, book, testament, whole Bible? 

● Christ: How is Jesus revealed here? If in OT, prefiguration, typology, prophesy, implications for Christ's person and work? 

How is he needed, anticipated, fulfilled?  

● Crux: What is the main idea? Try and find a section of the text that states it and have reasons for why that is the main idea? 

How do the other points support it? 

● Curiosities: What is surprising about this text? Controversial? Mysterious? Shocking?  

● Conclusions: What are the implications for our lives? Application? How do we think, feel, and act in light of this text? 
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