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Series Sermon Recordings 
Discipleship Resources 

 

SUGGESTED SUPPLIES 
Note cards (or paper) and pens. 

 
QUESTIONS?  

Email Abby  
Abby@highrock.org 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
HOW TO USE: The three sections below (opening, sermon content questions, and application) represent the three connections we                  
emphasize at Highrock: connecting to God’s People, connecting to God Personally and connecting to God’s Purposes. Select at least                   
one question from each section or create questions that are more specific to your group.  

 

 
WEEKLY CHECK IN 
Use a few minutes at the beginning of your time to follow up on any action items shared from last week. Was there a next step or                           
application challenge that they took on this past week? What did they learn about themselves and following Jesus?  

 
CONNECTION QUESTIONS 
Choose ONE of these that fits your group, or modify it so that it will fit your group better. These can make great opening questions 
or ending questions. If you have had a really in-depth conversation, ending on a light note can help transition to concluding your 
time Together on a less intense question.  

1. When you think about success, who are three people you would call successful by your standards? 

SERMON QUESTIONS 

Use a couple of the questions below or make up your own. You can always begin with: “Do you have any questions about what you 

heard in the sermon this week?” Or, “What stood out to you from the Pastor’s sermon?” 

1. How do you define success? Or how was success defined for you as you were growing up?  
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a. When you think about your desire for success, what are the benchmarks for "making it"? How do you feel when 

you achieve successes, small or large: satisfied, disappointed, joyful? Does that feeling tend to last? 

b. When has there been a time you have felt successful at something? In the workplace? At home? A personal goal? 

Did you find yourself having to change to reach the goal- would you say it was a positive or negative change? 

i. Sermon Reference: “Do you know anyone who was ruined…. by success?  Almost all of us do.  Someone 

who suddenly came into money, authority, or success, and suddenly they changed. They left their spouse. 

Forget their friends.  Forgot their faith. Many of you have been successful in various ways.  How has 

success changed you?” 

2. Can you relate to what Pastor Dave is saying here, “Power and fame often change people, and very rarely for the better. 

Many of us learn how to handle pain, but few of us know how to handle fame?” When has there been a time that someone 

you know- a friend, family member, colleague, has changed because of their success, fame or perceived power? What was 

it like to be in relationship with them after this change? 

3. Discuss the journey Nebuchadnezzar had to go on to learn humility. What were some of the key moments in his story? 

a. Often, we take a long time to learn and grow in our faith or how to let go of pride. Share about something that God 

has been working on in you over a season or many seasons. As you think back, what are some of your own key 

moments which helped you grow or awaken to something that needed to change in your life or heart? 

i. Sermon Reference: “But Nebuchadnezzar can write this because after God decided that he was finally 

ready to handle success, God restored everything that was lost: his sanity and his throne. Nebuchadnezzar 

could only be a king when he recognized that he’s the servant of a much greater king. So the spiritual 

ingredient Nebuchadnezzar discovered, and that we need to handle success in a way that makes it a 

blessing rather than a curse, is humility.” 

4. Pastor Dave shares about a few types of pride which we can struggle with. Which resonates with you? False humility… 

Pride of judging yourself as better than others...Pride in the form of envy and trying to prove yourself… 

a. Where in your day or week do you see these different types of Pride expressed in your own life? 

i. Sermon Reference: “Prideful people decide for themselves what makes people worthwhile. They assume 

God’s role as creator and judge so they can determine what makes a person valuable. Pride doesn’t 

necessarily mean I think I’m better than someone else, but is the arrogant assumption that I get to decide 

who’s better.  I appoint myself judge over what God has created. And we all do this from time to time, 

flipping back and forth between thinking we’re fantastic, and thinking we’re failures. But like 

Nebuchadnezzar, we lack true humility because most of us don’t even know what it is.” 

5. Pastor Dave re-defines what false humility looks like below, yet so often this is the picture of humility we get fed. Does this 

image of humility resonate with what you were taught about what humility looks like? What might you imagine true 

humility looks like? 

a. Sermon Reference: “Turns out that despite the popular perception, humility is not insecurity or low self-esteem; 

those are both expressions of pride.  Humility is not hiding your talents or pretending you’re not really skilled at 

something when you clearly are. That is false humility, and dishonesty. Humility is not passivity- becoming a 

doormat- Jesus and the Apostle Paul were both humble, but neither were pushovers. They were bold & assertive. In 

fact, we can assume that since God wants us to make a great impact on the world, and also commands us to be 

humble, truly humble people would make a great impact on the world.”  

6. What are some things which God has made you uniquely able to do? These are things which you have been affirmed by 

others, or simply find incredible easy to do. Perhaps it is a skill, talent, physical ability. Perhaps it is a character trait like 

patience, serving, generosity… Take a few minutes to write down some things which fall into one or more of these 

categories then share your reflections as a group. 
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a. These qualities in themselves do not give us special value over others, but they reflect God’s shaping of who we 

are. How do these qualities give you a particular perspective or way to serve God? 

i. Sermon Reference: (Gen 2:7) “Just as He formed Adam God formed me the way He wanted so that I could 

Serve Him and serve others the way He wanted me to. Just like you are each making different things from 

the same mound of clay, the fact that I might have certain skills, smarts or spiritual gifts that others don’t 

doesn’t mean i’m better than they are, or worse when it’s the other way around, it just means that I’ve 

been designed to serve God in a different way. My value doesn’t derive from what God created me to do, 

but from who created me to do  it.” 

7. How might being secure in who God made you honor God?  

a. Sermon Reference: “Humble people are not insecure, but indeed are the most secure, because they know who they 

are, whose they are and why they’re here. Liberated from the burden of being God, or becoming someone else, 

they’re free to serve others and just be themselves.” 

APPLICATION/S 

1. Using this list of questions, make time this week, or choose one per day to reflect on and implement ways you can cultivate 

humility in your day. 

2. What would it look like to embrace this affirmation at least once in your day? Accepting you are “dirt” and you are loved 

wholly by God who has created you as a precious and valued person. 

a. Sermon Reference: “You are dirt – but you’re dirt designed to reflect God’s image and accomplish God’s purposes. 

You are loved, you are valued, you’re small, but you’re precious.  You’re God’s workmanship, created to do good 

things that He prepared in advance for you to do.” 

3. As you are going about your day, begin to notice (and prayerfully ask God to show you) where you are thinking too often 

about yourself. Where can you be more conscious of being self-forgetful and considering others more? 

CLOSING 
Summarize the key points of your discussion and encourage people to share one action step they could take during the next week 

based on what they have shared. Take time to pray together.  Write those down and start next week by checking in with how it 

went, or better yet, check in during the week! 

 

RESOURCES 

 
SERMON SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 
 

Daniel 4:24-31 
“This is the interpretation, Your Majesty, and this is the decree the Most High has issued against my lord 
the king: You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like the 
ox and be drenched with the dew of heaven. Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that 
the Most High is sovereign over all kingdoms on earth and gives them to anyone he wishes. The command 
to leave the stump of the tree with its roots means that your kingdom will be restored to you when you 
acknowledge that Heaven rules. Therefore, Your Majesty, be pleased to accept my advice: Renounce your 
sins by doing what is right, and your wickedness by being kind to the oppressed. It may be that then your 
prosperity will continue.” 
All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. Twelve months later, as the king was walking on the roof of the 
royal palace of Babylon, he said, “Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by my 
mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?” 
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Even as the words were on his lips, a voice came from heaven, “This is what is decreed for you, King 
Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been taken from you. 

 
 

SCRIPTURE STUDY: 5Cs 

If you are interested in studying the scripture more deeply, one way to study scripture is through using the 5 Cs. Read through the 
passage and move through each C. The goal is not to move through them quickly but to really consider each section. If you wanted 
to study the passage together, you, as the leader should take some time beforehand to complete the Cs and it can be helpful to have 
group members come prepared with the first 3 already considered. Then, as a group you can briefly talk over some of the points and 
then have a longer conversation about curiosites and conclusions. This study tool will be posted within all of the discussion 
questions. 

● Context: What is the literary context of the passage? What comes before? After? Context within whole book? Relation to 

main idea of section, book, testament, whole Bible? 

● Christ: How is Jesus revealed here? If in OT, prefiguration, typology, prophesy, implications for Christ's person and work? 

How is he needed, anticipated, fulfilled?  

● Crux: What is the main idea? Try and find a section of the text that states it and have reasons for why that is the main idea? 

How do the other points support it? 

● Curiosities: What is surprising about this text? Controversial? Mysterious? Shocking?  

● Conclusions: What are the implications for our lives? Application? How do we think, feel, and act in light of this text? 
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