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SUGGESTED SUPPLIES 

Note cards (or paper) and pens. 

 
QUESTIONS?  

Email Abby  
Abby@highrock.org 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
HOW TO USE: The three sections below (opening, sermon content questions, and application) represent the three connections we                  
emphasize at Highrock: connecting to God’s People, connecting to God Personally and connecting to God’s Purposes. Select at least                   
one question from each section or create questions that are more specific to your group.  

 

 
WEEKLY CHECK IN 
Use a few minutes at the beginning of your time to follow up on any action items shared from last week. Was there a next step or                           
application challenge that they took on this past week? What did they learn about themselves and following Jesus?  

 
CONNECTION QUESTIONS 
Choose ONE of these that fits your group, or modify it so that it will fit your group better. These can make great opening questions 
or ending questions. If you have had a really in-depth conversation, ending on a light note can help transition to concluding your 
time Together on a less intense question.  

1. How do you tend to deal with tension or ambiguity? Do you like to have things neatly wrapped up and clear or do you feel 

comfortable with things being complex or two things at once? Share an example that helps illustrate what you mean. 

 

SERMON QUESTIONS 

Use a couple of the questions below or make up your own. You can always begin with: “Do you have any questions about what you 

heard in the sermon this week?” Or, “What stood out to you from the Pastor’s sermon?” 

1. What is the equivalent of Joseph being (righteous) in our context- people desiring to be like him. Who might similar icons 

been in our culture? Who do you lookup to as a righteous person? (Activists? Leaders?) 

a. Sermon Reference: “We learn in the first sentences of the New Testament that Joseph was faithful to the Law, 

which was a big deal in that culture. The Hebrew word for righteous men in that era was Tzedekim – and it’s what 
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every Jewish child aspired to be. In the same way kids today might want to be CEOs or sports stars, back then kids 

wanted to become Tzedeckim – the righteous ones everyone admired.” 

2. Pastor Dave shared that there are many hot-button topics to which scripture is applied to try to give a quick and simple 

answer. Discuss the tension of how scripture is useful in forming us in how to respond to topics and how it could also be a 

scapegoat when we want to avoid the mess of how complex the issue might be. 

a. Sermon Reference: “While both of these Bible verses are deeply meaningful, neither should be misconstrued as the 

final word in our current immigration conversation. That’s an important debate, and I think Godly people on both 

sides could make arguments based on Biblical principles. But what this debate will never be is easy.  It’s complex.  It 

pits our Christian commitment to justice against our equally strong commitment to compassion.” 

3. As a friend, parent, supervisor, teacher, manager (etc.) have you experienced the tension that pastor Dave describes 

below? Share a circumstance where you had to navigate the nuance of discipline/ accountability and 

affirmation/mercy/care. 

a. Sermon Reference: “Raising children raises these questions every day.  Does my tantruming child need discipline 

right now, or affirmation? If I overlook the violation, am I just encouraging bad behavior, or showing mercy that 

will build deeper affection? Most people are uncomfortable with tensions like these.  We want things simple.  We 

want them settled. We’re afraid of being wrong, looking foolish, hurting or disappointing someone. So we want to 

know what’s right and what’s wrong.  Who’s good and who’s bad.” 

4. Discuss how Grace and Truth can be in tension as pastor Dave brings up below. Why is it significant that God does not 

embody just one or the other, but BOTH? 

a. Sermon Reference: “So Christmas is the story of God setting the record straight by coming to us as a human to 

show what He’s really like.  And in the beginning of John’s Gospel we discover that God’s more complicated than 

the easy images we created.  (John 1:14b) Now “We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who 

came from the Father, full of grace AND truth.” It turns out that God isn’t simply one or the other.  Jesus embodies 

the tension inherent in loving people who often don’t deserve it.” 

5. Share some examples from the Bible where God navigated the tension of love/mercy and justice/ truth. How can God 

navigate both at once in these examples? (ex. Adam and Eve should have died immediately, but they do not, they are cast 

out of the Garden and face consequences, but even in that, God is merciful). 

a. What does it look like for God to navigate these with you? How does it shift your picture of God to know God can 

uphold both grace and justice? 

i. Sermon Reference: “God does care about what’s right.  It might not seem so when there’s so much evil in 

the world. How can God let bullies and tyrants get away with all that?  How can God let me get away with 

all that I do wrong? It’s not right! Is God being unjust? No- God is slow to punish because He loves us so 

much, but truly does care about what’s right.  He’s full of grace and truth!” 

6. Pastor Dave laid out these four points for navigating the tensions we may experience daily. Read through them together 

and discuss. 

a. What stands out to you about these 4 points? 

b. Is there one or two that you find particularly challenging? Are there any which you feel you already practice? 

c. What is one of the  areas of complexity you are navigating right now? 

d. What might God’s invitation to you be as you consider those areas or relationships of complexity that you are 

navigating? Where might you need to start with the steps below? 
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e. What promises of God do you find helpful in returning you to the truth that God is with you when you are afraid? 

How do fear-based decisions differ from those made from a place of trusting God? 

● FIRST be willing to LIVE in the TENSION: Admitting that it’s complicated is the first step.  Admit that you 

need to listen to others, and learn more.  Admit that the answer probably isn’t as easy or neat as we’d like 

it to be. 

● SECOND once I admit that I don’t KNOW and need some HELP, LISTEN to GOD. When we aren’t sure 

what to do, turn to the Bible or godly friends who can remind you of what God said. And at the same time I 

pray – asking GOD for insight and guidance. 

●  THIRD Let go of your FEAR. But we never make our best decisions when we’re afraid. When I’m afraid I 

make quicker choices, but I can’t make Godly choices. Then I cling to His promise in Romans 8:28...I begin 

by believing God is here and that he can make a way, even when I don’t yet see one.  

● FOURTH LOVE IMPERFECTLY: You won’t always get it right – there isn’t always a “right”, so sometimes the 

best we can do is to listen to God, Let go of our fear and then love imperfectly by holding grace and truth 

together.  

 

APPLICATION/S 

1. Throughout the conversation today, do you have a sense of if you err toward law or compassion? How does that express 

itself? Is there a way in which you can bring the other ideal in and wrestle with the complexity it brings? Ex. Are there limits 

or boundaries you may need to set or perhaps there is grace and compassion you need to extend to show God’s love? 

a. Sermon Reference: “Sometimes following Jesus means having the courage and compassion to come out from 

behind the law to love sacrificially like God does.  Other times it might mean having the courage to set limits or 

oppose someone. Friends, live in that tension.  Listen to God.  Let go of your fear, and love – imperfectly.  That’s 

what Joseph did, and it made all the difference.”  
 

CLOSING 
Summarize the key points of your discussion and encourage people to share one action step they could take during the next week 

based on what they have shared. Take time to pray together.  Write those down and start next week by checking in with how it 

went, or better yet, check in during the week! 

 

RESOURCES 
 
SERMON SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 
 

Matthew 1:18–21 

This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before 
they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the 
law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 

 

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, 
and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 
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SCRIPTURE STUDY: 5Cs 

If you are interested in studying the scripture more deeply, one way to study scripture is through using the 5 Cs. Read through the 
passage and move through each C. The goal is not to move through them quickly but to really consider each section. If you wanted 
to study the passage together, you, as the leader should take some time beforehand to complete the Cs and it can be helpful to have 
group members come prepared with the first 3 already considered. Then, as a group you can briefly talk over some of the points and 
then have a longer conversation about curiosites and conclusions. This study tool will be posted within all of the discussion 
questions. 

● Context: What is the literary context of the passage? What comes before? After? Context within whole book? Relation to 

main idea of section, book, testament, whole Bible? 

● Christ: How is Jesus revealed here? If in OT, prefiguration, typology, prophesy, implications for Christ's person and work? 

How is he needed, anticipated, fulfilled?  

● Crux: What is the main idea? Try and find a section of the text that states it and have reasons for why that is the main idea? 

How do the other points support it? 

● Curiosities: What is surprising about this text? Controversial? Mysterious? Shocking?  

● Conclusions: What are the implications for our lives? Application? How do we think, feel, and act in light of this text? 
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