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SUGGESTED SUPPLIES 
Note cards (or paper) and pens. 

 
QUESTIONS?  

Email Abby  
Abby@highrock.or 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
HOW TO USE: The three sections below (opening, sermon content questions, and application) represent the three connections we                  
emphasize at Highrock: connecting to God’s People, connecting to God Personally and connecting to God’s Purposes. Select at least                   
one question from each section or create questions that are more specific to your group.  

 

 
WEEKLY CHECK IN 
Use a few minutes at the beginning of your time to follow up on any action items shared from last week. Was there a next step or                           
application challenge that they took on this past week? What did they learn about themselves and following Jesus?  

 
CONNECTION QUESTIONS 
Choose ONE of these that fits your group, or modify it so that it will fit your group better. These can make great opening questions 
or ending questions. If you have had a really in-depth conversation, ending on a light note can help transition to concluding your 
time Together on a less intense question.  

1. What is an organization you support or a recent contribution you made financially? What led to you making that 

donation/gift? 

2. How might your view/ valuing of independence vs. dependence shape how you approach money? 

 

SERMON QUESTIONS 

Use a couple of the questions below or make up your own. You can always begin with: “Do you have any questions about what you 

heard in the sermon this week?” Or, “What stood out to you from the Pastor’s sermon?” 

1. Can you think of a time that your passions followed a financial investment (small or large) that you made? How did that 

investment also engage your heart and mind toward that cause or issue or group? 
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a. How do you think this same mindset works when money is held onto from a place of fear or distrust? What do our 

passions become then? 

i. Sermon Reference: “Because, Jesus explained, (matt 6:21) “where your treasure is, there your heart will 

be also” – meaning that our passions will follow our wallets.” 

2. Where do you see the worshipping of money in our culture? What are the obvious ways we are participating in a 

consumeristic culture and what are some of the more subtle ways we engage/ support this same culture? 

a. How does Martin Luther’s quote resonate with you? What might a “converted purse” look like? 

i. Sermon Reference: “Martin Luther observed, "There are three conversions necessary: the conversion of 

the heart, the mind, and the purse.”  Most modern Americans don’t need to be converted from 

worshipping Satan -  in our consumeristic culture, we need to be converted from worshiping money to 

worshipping Jesus. (Matt 6:24) You can’t do both, Jesus warned, “or you’ll be devoted to the one and 

despise the other. You can’t serve both God and Money.” 

3. How have you understood the relationship between your money and your relationship with God? Are they connected for 

you or on different planets? What in your background may have led to that joining or separating of faith and finances? 

a. Sermon Reference: “The reality  is that money is powerful, and money is spiritual, which is why Jesus talked more 

about money than almost any other topic.   He knew that it had the power to change our hearts and change the 

world, so He wanted us to understand both the inherent dangers and the inspiring possibilities!” 

4. How can a love of money separate us from connecting with our community and from God (and God’s purposes)?  

a. Discuss how money and individualism can become an idol in your lives.  

b. Do you ever struggle to ask for help from friends or family because you don’t want to seem dependant on them?  

c. Has this same mentality ever applied to God? Ex. hesitancy to be dependant on God for your needs, as mentioned 

by Aquinas below. 

i. Sermon References: A. “Thomas Aquinas argued that human beings are tempted to seek material wealth 

because it gives us the illusion of self-sufficiency and security so that we won’t need others or even God.” 

ii. B. “So why do we continue to chase after more and more?  Because greed convinces us that money has the 

power to do more than it really can.  Perhaps having experienced that money can meet physical needs, we 

start to believe that it can fulfill our existential needs for security, community, meaning and love, but 

money can’t buy any of those things for very long.”  

5. How does the biblical passage below from 1 Timothy help you understand where we should place our trust, and why we are 

able to do that? 

a. Sermon Reference: “So Paul offers two practical suggestions that can help. (1 Tim 6:17) He tells us first “to put our 

hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.” 

6. Can you identify areas in your life where you can express gratitude in response to the character of God and the grace of 

God towards us? 

a. Sermon Reference: “Nothing kills entitlement and fear more effectively than gratitude.  Set a regular rhythm of 

giving thanks in order to keep your hope fixed on God, who loves you deeply and can be trusted completely.” 

7. How does having a greater vision for God’s kingdom and eternity impact the way you think about managing what you have 

here and now? 
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a. Sermon Reference: “Then Paul continues with his second instruction about how to manage God’s money:  (1 Tim 

6:18-19) “Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this way 

they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the COMING age, so that they may take hold of the 

life that is truly life.” 

8. Take a moment to reflect on tithing and offering up specific acts of service to God. Consider these questions together: 

Where does that money come from? What kind of services are you thinking about? How do you show your love for God?  

a. Now, take another moment to reflect on seeing your whole life, all that you have and all that you do, as an offering 

to God. Share a reflection you have with the group, or answer the question: Where is an area in your life where 

you see a need to give an offering to God?  

i. Sermon Reference: “It’s easy to lose sight of the Lord as we go about our daily lives, (Col 3:23-24) but 

tithing keeps us connected all day by reminding us that He’s Lord over everything we do. Our work itself is 

worship. When we stop tithing, we separate our daily work  and daily needs  from the God we worship – so 

no wonder we can feel so disconnected from Him!” 

9. Read Pastor Dave’s statement from the sermon below. Have you seen this in your own life? Share your reflections and 

experiences with the group. 

a. Sermon Reference: “The promise is not that if we’re faithful to give God our money, He’ll give us more money back, 

but that if we’re faithful to trust God for life, meaning  and joy, then we’ll get more of God – which will fill us with 

life, meaning and joy. (Mal 3:7a) “Return to me and I’ll return to you” God said in Malachi – “test me in this!” 

APPLICATION/S 

1. Consider this quote from the sermon and the discussion you’ve had: “Martin Luther observed, "There are three conversions 

necessary: the conversion of the heart, the mind, and the purse.” Is there a way you have been focusing on the first two and 

leaving out the third, “the purse”? What are ways you can start a practice of gratitude for your material belongings and 

finances? 

2. Pastor Dave shared a number of suggestions for how you might frame your next steps or goals for tithing. What do you feel 

God might be inviting you into as a next step from this sermon specific to your finances? What do you notice about your gut 

reaction? Fear, anxiety, uncertainty, excitement? If you are married, spend time praying and discerning with your spouse 

about what these gut feelings are about and where God is inviting you next. 

a. Sermon Reference: “If you’ve not been tithing, 10% may be too big a jump all at once, so start with 5% and commit 

to adjust your spending going forward until you can close the gap. If you’re married, confer with your spouse so 

that you can covenant together in this.” 

CLOSING 

Summarize the key points of your discussion and encourage people to share one action step they could take during the next week 

based on what they have shared. Take time to pray together.  Write those down and start next week by checking in with how it 

went, or better yet, check in during the week! 

 

RESOURCES 
 
SERMON SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 
 
1 Timothy 6: 6- 10 
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“Godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of 
it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. Those who want to get rich fall into temptation 
and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of 
money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many griefs.” 

 
 

 

SCRIPTURE STUDY: 5Cs 

If you are interested in studying the scripture more deeply, one way to study scripture is through using the 5 Cs. Read through the 
passage and move through each C. The goal is not to move through them quickly but to really consider each section. If you wanted 
to study the passage together, you, as the leader should take some time beforehand to complete the Cs and it can be helpful to have 
group members come prepared with the first 3 already considered. Then, as a group you can briefly talk over some of the points and 
then have a longer conversation about curiosites and conclusions. This study tool will be posted within all of the discussion 
questions. 

● Context: What is the literary context of the passage? What comes before? After? Context within whole book? Relation to 

main idea of section, book, testament, whole Bible? 

● Christ: How is Jesus revealed here? If in OT, prefiguration, typology, prophesy, implications for Christ's person and work? 

How is he needed, anticipated, fulfilled?  

● Crux: What is the main idea? Try and find a section of the text that states it and have reasons for why that is the main idea? 

How do the other points support it? 

● Curiosities: What is surprising about this text? Controversial? Mysterious? Shocking?  

● Conclusions: What are the implications for our lives? Application? How do we think, feel, and act in light of this text? 
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