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SUGGESTED SUPPLIES 
Note cards (or paper) and pens. 

 
QUESTIONS?  

Email Abby  
Abby@highrock.or 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
HOW TO USE: The three sections below (opening, sermon content questions, and application) represent the three connections we                  
emphasize at Highrock: connecting to God’s People, connecting to God Personally and connecting to God’s Purposes. Select at least                   
one question from each section or create questions that are more specific to your group.  

 

 
WEEKLY CHECK IN 
Use a few minutes at the beginning of your time to follow up on any action items shared from last week. Was there a next step or                           
application challenge that they took on this past week? What did they learn about themselves and following Jesus?  

 
CONNECTION QUESTIONS 
Choose ONE of these that fits your group, or modify it so that it will fit your group better. These can make great opening questions 
or ending questions. If you have had a really in-depth conversation, ending on a light note can help transition to concluding your 
time Together on a less intense question.  

1. Share a bit about your story. In your tradition, culture, or faith community, what are some of the implicit or explicit ideas 

about what it means to accept Christ? Was there a certain prayer that was typically prayed, a ritual like baptism...etc. What 

was then the narrative around new life or what was expected for someone after accepting Christ? 

 

SERMON QUESTIONS 

Use a couple of the questions below or make up your own. You can always begin with: “Do you have any questions about what you 

heard in the sermon this week?” Or, “What stood out to you from the Pastor’s sermon?” 

1. A portion of the passage for this sermon is (Eph 2:8-9) “For it’s by grace you’ve been saved, through faith—and this is not 
from yourselves, it’s the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.” 
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a. What are things in this world that you have to work for? How does the need to earn (money, approval, respect…) 
drive our culture at large?  

b. What were some narratives you grew up with around expectations for working/ earning/ achieving? 

c. Discuss together what you think are the unique aspects of Grace. How does the Grace alluded to in the Ephesians 
passage above differ from ideas about what is “earned” or “deserved”? 

2. Have you heard the expressions of cynicism which Pastor Dave is referring to below? What seems to be at the root of the 
discontent they have? 

a. Are there ways in which you yourself feel cynical towards Christians? Share about why that is briefly.  

i. Sermon Reference: “many non-Christians and young people have become cynical toward Christianity 
because they see that not only doesn’t it always make people better: more loving, more patient, peaceful, 
kind – sometimes it makes them the opposite: more smug, self-centered, entitled,  and discriminatory” 

3. Faith and belief in Jesus is something we are invited into. Yet, how do we understand or hold in tension the free gift of grace 
you have been discussing and the cost which Jesus shares will also be a part of following him? For example: God’s love and 
grace is not something we have earned through being good enough, yet in following Jesus our lives are called to look 
different and we will have an entirely different framework for making decisions and a different framework through which to 
see the world and other people. 

a. Where are examples we see in scripture of how Jesus invites people to respond in their lives out of faith in him? 

b. Discuss what it means to have to “take up your cross.” What are some expressions of this you have seen in the 
early disciples in the Bible? How about in people of faith you look up to? 

c. How have you experienced having to “take up your cross” in your life of faith? 

i. Sermon reference: “First of all, (Luke 9:23) when Jesus first called His Disciples, He didn’t say “Pray this 

little prayer and receive me into your heart”.  To the contrary, as He was on His way to be crucified to save 

the world, He insisted that “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their 

cross daily and follow me.”   (Mark 10:29-30) 

4. Throughout the sermon Pastor Dave deals with the term Allegiance. What are your reactions to this term? Was 

associations to you have with it which you bring into this discussion? When you hear this word, what does it make you think 

of? 

a. Where in your life, day, or week, do you feel people asking for your allegiance? What forms does it take and waht 

are motivations behind it? 

i. Sermon Reference: “For example, In the ancient text of 1 Maccabees, both Alexander the Great and King 

Demetrius of Macedon were competing to make an alliance with the Jewish people by swaying them to 

join one side or the other. Demetrius wrote a letter asking the Jews to have “PISTIS” in him – same word. 

He was not asking them to believe that he exists.   He was asking them for allegiance – Join his kingdom 

rather than Alexander’s, and enjoy unearned positions of honor and authority that he offered them in his 

Kingdom.” 

5. In the long excerpt below pastor Dave lays out how the allegiance which Jesus asks for is so different than that of the the 

world. Take a minute to individually read the excerpt and then discuss the following questions. 

a. What stands out to you about the allegiance that Jesus is asking for? How does this differ from the motivations you 

just discussed in question 4?  

b. What does God offer which the world cannot? Or when we give our allegiance to something in the world what is 

their response back to us? It is reciprocated or more one sided? 
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c. Consider what you know of God and what you see in the passage below. How does God respond to our faith and 

allegiance?  

i. Sermon Reference: “He was inviting them to stop living according to the rules and expectations of this 

world, and transfer their citizenship to the Kingdom of heaven, which operates under very different rules, 

enjoys different rewards, and is devoted a very different King. So you see that people tried to kill Jesus - not 

because he was promoting a religion, but because they recognized that He was instigating a revolution 

against the governments and power structures of the world that try to control us. Jesus isn’t calling us just 

to like Him or agree with Him, He’s calling us to follow Him instead of following the crowd or our culture. 

He’s asking us to obey Him instead of mindlessly obeying our fears or appetites.  Jesus is calling us to trust 

Him for life, in this age and in the age to come, so much that we’d stop trying to find life in worldly things 

like good grades, good incomes, popularity, power, or the right politicians.  Jesus is asking us to renounce 

our long-standing but life-draining allegiance to those empty idols, and follow Him instead! Jesus is 

inviting us into life to the full.” 

6. In light of the conversation in question 5- and the sermon ference below, how can you understand “life to the full” when 

there is also a cost or sacrifice involved in following Jesus? What might “Full” mean in this context? 

a. Sermon Reference: “For the earliest Christians, this wasn’t just a hypothetical question. They’d experienced Jesus’ 

power, but for the first generations of believers, publicly professing allegiance - PISTIS- in Jesus was to risk being 

disowned by their families, kicked out of their communities and even executed in the town squares or Roman 

arenas. And knowing the cost, as well as the promises of God, they believed it was worth it!  Only Jesus could offer 

true peace, genuine joy, and eternal life. So they courageously declared their allegiance to the God they’d come to 

love even more than their own lives. The God who could give them eternal life.” 

 

APPLICATION/S 

1. What does it mean for you to be invited into and included in God’s Kingdom? 

a. Sermon Reference: “This has been the point of this King Jesus series.  I don’t just want you to know that Jesus is 

wonderful, but that He is a king of a kingdom that you are invited to join.” 

2. Pastor Dave closed with these two questions. Consider what has stood out to you from this series about who Jesus is. How 

do you respond to the questions below: 

a. What would it mean not only to believe the authority of God the Father, but also trust the power of the Holy Spirit 

to enable you to obey, and seek forgiveness through Jesus Christ when we fall short?  

b. What would it mean to stop standing in the middle, and take hold of the promises God has made to you?  

 

CLOSING 

Summarize the key points of your discussion and encourage people to share one action step they could take during the next week 

based on what they have shared. Take time to pray together.  Write those down and start next week by checking in with how it 

went, or better yet, check in during the week! 

 

RESOURCES 
 
SERMON SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 
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Ephesians 2: 4-9 
 

But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive 
with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you 
have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him 
in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he 
might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness 
to us in Christ Jesus. For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so 
that no one can boast. 
 

 

SCRIPTURE STUDY: 5Cs 

If you are interested in studying the scripture more deeply, one way to study scripture is through using the 5 Cs. Read through the 
passage and move through each C. The goal is not to move through them quickly but to really consider each section. If you wanted 
to study the passage together, you, as the leader should take some time beforehand to complete the Cs and it can be helpful to have 
group members come prepared with the first 3 already considered. Then, as a group you can briefly talk over some of the points and 
then have a longer conversation about curiosites and conclusions. This study tool will be posted within all of the discussion 
questions. 

● Context: What is the literary context of the passage? What comes before? After? Context within whole book? Relation to 

main idea of section, book, testament, whole Bible? 

● Christ: How is Jesus revealed here? If in OT, prefiguration, typology, prophesy, implications for Christ's person and work? 

How is he needed, anticipated, fulfilled?  

● Crux: What is the main idea? Try and find a section of the text that states it and have reasons for why that is the main idea? 

How do the other points support it? 

● Curiosities: What is surprising about this text? Controversial? Mysterious? Shocking?  

● Conclusions: What are the implications for our lives? Application? How do we think, feel, and act in light of this text? 
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