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SUGGESTED SUPPLIES 

Note cards (or paper) and pens. 

 
QUESTIONS?  

Email Abby  
Abby@highrock.org 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
HOW TO USE: The three sections below (opening, sermon content questions, and application) represent the three connections we                  
emphasize at Highrock: connecting to God’s People, connecting to God Personally and connecting to God’s Purposes. Select at least                   
one question from each section or create questions that are more specific to your group.  

 

 
WEEKLY CHECK IN 
Use a few minutes at the beginning of your time to follow up on any action items shared from last week. Was there a next step or                           
application challenge that they took on this past week? What did they learn about themselves and following Jesus?  

 
CONNECTION QUESTIONS 
Choose ONE of these that fits your group, or modify it so that it will fit your group better. These can make great opening questions 
or ending questions. If you have had a really in-depth conversation, ending on a light note can help transition to concluding your 
time Together on a less intense question.  

1. What kind of week are you coming out of? What has a been a joy this week and what has been challenging? 

a. Sermon Reference: “You know, I realize that a lot of you are coming off a hard week - so many demands, decisions 

and deadlines. One of my sons is at the age when he has his first full time job, and bit by bit we’ve been transferring 

responsibility to him for things like his phone bills, car insurance, car repairs, and taxes.” 

 

SERMON QUESTIONS 

Use a couple of the questions below or make up your own. You can always begin with: “Do you have any questions about what you 

heard in the sermon this week?” Or, “What stood out to you from the Pastor’s sermon?” 

1. What do you do when you are worried? How does your relationship with God  figure in your responses--if at all? 
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a. Sermon Reference: “This sounds like a reasonable request – all the nations have kings.  someone has to be in 

charge. Someone has to lead the army.  Especially when Israel was surrounded by hostile nations that could attack 

at any time. We need to be ready for that! We need a king who can protect us! They were worries - and they 

wanted to do something about it!  It sounds like a reasonable request, (1 Sam 8:6) but for samuel it was a glaring 

red flag – because Israel already had a king.” 

2. Has God ever been a mystery to you? How? 

a. Sermon Reference: “But day-in-day-out they needed a real King who could deal with their practical problems; like 

famines or the ferocious Philistines next door, because they were dangerous! And God… was such a mystery!  You 

weren’t sure what He was thinking or what He might do next.” 

3. Has it ever seemed like God was controlling and limiting to you? 

a. Sermon Reference: “God was trying to protect them, but they were sure, like an angry adolescents, that God was 

trying to control them or limit them somehow, so  (1 Sam 8:19-20) “The people refused to listen to Samuel. “NO!” 

they said. “We want a King over us. Then we’ll be like all the other nations, with a king to lead us and to go out 

before us and fight our battles.” 

4. What happens to you when you keep asking God for the same thing again and again and nothing happens? What trust 

issues arise? 

a. Sermon Reference: “Gideon knew that God was the only king they could count on.  But generations later they were 

still asking for the same thing.”  

5. When has a relationship or a job or a move that you hoped would "rescue" you turned into bondage instead of freedom? 

a. Sermon Reference: “And the rest of the Old Testament chronicles the ways God’s warnings turned out to be true. 

Most of Israel’s Kings turned out to be self-serving dictators, but even the good ones took from the people much 

more than they gave – money, livestock, sons and daughters.  The saviors they chose… kept making them into 

slaves… just as the lord had predicted.” 

6. Pastor Dave shared, “We associate God with our favorite Christmas traditions and special family gatherings around a 

baptism or wedding.  God is great for that stuff, but when you have real, practical problems, you look somewhere else.” How 

does this sentiment show up in how you live your life? 

7. Does it sound like emancipation to you to let Jesus rule your life? 

a. Sermon Reference: “Instead we see ourselves that way [as rulers]! I get to decide who I’m going to be, What I’m 

going to do, where I’m going to go, and Whom to be with.  I’ll decide what I spend, what I smoke, what I say and 

whom I sleep with.  I’ll come on Sundays, but nobody, not even Jesus gets to tell me what to do, because for most of 

us, Jesus isn’t king anymore, we are. And many people experienced this as a welcome emancipation. I’m finally free 

from the strictures of religion, culture or my family – I get to decide what’s right for me.  MY desires will determine 

my decisions – not religious laws, or guilt from my parents or pastors.” 

8. How does this very dilemma which is described by Pastor Dave  occur in your life?  

a. Sermon Reference: “...So many of us who are free pursue happiness and to do and be anything we want, are 

finding ourselves disappointed by the reality of living that way.” 

9. What is your experience of God providing for you when you were in need? 

a. Sermon Reference: “It may seem a bit frightening to live that way, but there was actually a great freedom to it. 

We had very little money, but we also had very little anxiety, because we trusted that as long as we were faithful to 
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follow Jesus, we might not have everything we wanted, but trusted God would provide anything we needed to fulfill 

His calling in our lives – which is what we wanted most of all.” 

APPLICATION/S 

1. So how do you respond to this picture of Jesus as King? What, if any, are your resistances to this imagery for God? Why? 

a. Sermon Reference: “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom” Jesus 

is our king, but a different kind of King than we’re used to.  So you don’t have to live alone anymore - bear it on your 

own anymore - earn it on your own anymore - because our Father is pleased to give us the kingdom.”  

2. What things are your trying to control? What would it look like to follow Jesus rather than take charge? 

a. Sermon Reference: “I want to give you a moment of silence to remember and reflect on all the things you’re 

anxious about.  All the things you’re trying to control.  All the things you worried might happen, or worried won’t.  I 

want you to think of the demands you have - things that have to go a certain way for you to be happy, or for your 

life to amount to anything.” 

CLOSING 

Summarize the key points of your discussion and encourage people to share one action step they could take during the next week 

based on what they have shared. Take time to pray together.  Write those down and start next week by checking in with how it 

went, or better yet, check in during the week! 

 

RESOURCES 
 
SERMON SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

 

1 Samuel  8: 4- 22 

So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah. They said to him, “You are old, 

and your sons do not follow your ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations have.” 

But when they said, “Give us a king to lead us,” this displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the Lord. And the 

Lord told him: “Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, but they 

have rejected me as their king. As they have done from the day I brought them up out of Egypt until this 

day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are doing to you.Now listen to them; but warn them 

solemnly and let them know what the king who will reign over them will claim as his rights.” 

Samuel told all the words of the Lord to the people who were asking him for a king. He said, “This is what 

the king who will reign over you will claim as his rights: He will take your sons and make them serve with 

his chariots and horses, and they will run in front of his chariots. Some he will assign to be commanders of 

thousands and commanders of fifties, and others to plow his ground and reap his harvest, and still others 

to make weapons of war and equipment for his chariots. He will take your daughters to be perfumers and 

cooks and bakers. He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive groves and give them to his 

attendants. He will take a tenth of your grain and of your vintage and give it to his officials and 

attendants. Your male and female servants and the best of your cattle and donkeys he will take for his own 

use. He will take a tenth of your flocks, and you yourselves will become his slaves. When that day comes, 

you will cry out for relief from the king you have chosen, but the Lord will not answer you in that day.” 

But the people refused to listen to Samuel. “No!” they said. “We want a king over us. Then we will be like 

all the other nations, with a king to lead us and to go out before us and fight our battles.” 
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When Samuel heard all that the people said, he repeated it before the Lord. The Lord answered, “Listen to 

them and give them a king.” 

 

SCRIPTURE STUDY: 5Cs 

If you are interested in studying the scripture more deeply, one way to study scripture is through using the 5 Cs. Read through the 
passage and move through each C. The goal is not to move through them quickly but to really consider each section. If you wanted 
to study the passage together, you, as the leader should take some time beforehand to complete the Cs and it can be helpful to have 
group members come prepared with the first 3 already considered. Then, as a group you can briefly talk over some of the points and 
then have a longer conversation about curiosites and conclusions. This study tool will be posted within all of the discussion 
questions. 

● Context: What is the literary context of the passage? What comes before? After? Context within whole book? Relation to 

main idea of section, book, testament, whole Bible? 

● Christ: How is Jesus revealed here? If in OT, prefiguration, typology, prophesy, implications for Christ's person and work? 

How is he needed, anticipated, fulfilled?  

● Crux: What is the main idea? Try and find a section of the text that states it and have reasons for why that is the main idea? 

How do the other points support it? 

● Curiosities: What is surprising about this text? Controversial? Mysterious? Shocking?  

● Conclusions: What are the implications for our lives? Application? How do we think, feel, and act in light of this text? 
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