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Series Sermon Recordings 
Discipleship Resources 

 

SUGGESTED SUPPLIES 
Note cards (or paper) and pens. 

 
QUESTIONS?  

Email Abby  
Abby@highrock.org 

 
 
 

 

LEADER NOTE: UPDATES & REMINDERS 
 

BLESS Series Resources 
CLICK HERE to read more about this series. 

 

BLESS ACRONYM 
Begin with Prayer 

Listen 

Eat together 

Serve Sacrificially 

Share your stories. 

 

BLESS EVENTS 
Listen with Care 

Highrock Network Workshop: Listening as a Labor of Love - 

Saturday April 28th 

Pastor Aaron from Highrock North Shore will be offering this 

special workshop to help us move past communication blocks 

&  truly listen to one another.  Great for parents, couples, 

singles - everyone. 

 

Eat Together 

Eat Together Challenge: Share a meal and win another! Share 

a meal with a neighbor, coworker, friend, or stranger. Invite 

people whom God has called us to love to join you for a meal 

and get to know one another. Eat in, Eat out, go for coffee - 

get creative! Tell us about it on the EatTogether Challenge 

cards (available to take home NEXT week) and enter to win 

dinner at a local restaurant, so that you can continue your 

ministry. 

 

Serve Together  

SAVE THE DATE & SIGN UP Clean water is crucial for health, 

education, and commerce in Congo. Next month we’ll be 

partnering with World Vision’s Walk for Water. Sign up on our 

website today! 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
HOW TO USE: The three sections below (opening, sermon content questions, and application) represent the three connections we                  
emphasize at Highrock: connecting to God’s People, connecting to God Personally and connecting to God’s Purposes. Select at least                   
one question from each section or create questions that are more specific to your group.  

 

WEEKLY CHECK IN 
Use a few minutes at the beginning of your time to follow up on any action items shared from last week. Was there a next step or                           
application challenge that they took on this past week? What did they learn about themselves and following Jesus?  

 
CONNECTION QUESTIONS 
Choose ONE of these that fits your group, or modify it so that it will fit your group better. These can make great opening questions 
or ending questions. If you have had a really in-depth conversation, ending on a light note can help transition to concluding your 
time Together on a less intense question.  

1. Have ever been in a conversation where you felt like the other person wasn’t really listening at all? What was it like for you? 

2. Has there been a time when there was someone who really listened to you? Or, was there a time when someone met YOU 

as your chariot passed them? Share about that experience. 

SERMON QUESTIONS 

Use a couple of the questions below or make up your own. You can always begin with: “Do you have any questions about what you 

heard in the sermon this week?” Or, “What stood out to you from the Pastor’s sermon?” 

1. How do you usually tell if a person is truly listening to you? What might you notice that indicates genuine interest? 

a. Sermon Reference: Most of us enter conversations eager to say something - so even when the other person is 

speaking, mostly we pretend to listen while we’re thinking about what we’re going to say next. How many of you 

have ever been in a conversation where you felt like the other person wasn’t really listening at all?  

2. Do you think people are basically eager to hear about your faith or defended against hearting about your faith? Why? 

a. Sermon Reference: Back in college, soon after I became a Christian, there was an atheist religion professor who 

really intimidated me. He was successful and smart, and had a PhD in religion! He was cranky, but fascinating. 

Getting beyond the foibles of people, and details of doctrine, I wanted him to meet Jesus, but what could I say that 

he hadn’t already heard? And why would he listen to me? 

3. Pastor Dave Shares about “passing chariots” in the story about Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch. What do these look like in 

your day to day life? Or, What are some modern examples? 

a. Sermon Reference:  “(Acts 8:29) But the Spirit of God prompts Philip to go stand near the chariot. Think about how 

weird this is - it would be like us seeing US Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin reading in the back of his official 

limousine. This is not a man who’s likely to be interested in casual chat with chumps like us.” 

4. How do you feel when you think about talking with someone about God, your own faith, or Jesus? What are some of your 

fears that come up? Or, what might excite you about that opportunity? 

5. Can you think of anyone in your own life who just doesn’t seem to need Jesus? 

a. Sermon Reference: “Add to that - he’s smart, because only the most educated were able to read in that day. 

Powerful, rich and smart – this guy had to be very intimidating! And why would he feel the need for Jesus? It seems 

like he’s all set! Can you think of anyone in your own life who just doesn’t seem to need Jesus? They’ve got life all 

worked out just fine on their own. This man had to seem like that.” 
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6. Where in scripture do you recall Jesus listening with love? What are some of responses Jesus gets?  

a. What might it look like to let go of an agenda to convert someone and just love them and be present to them? 

b. Who are some people who have earned your trust when you have needs or spiritual questions? What are some 

ways in which that trust was earned?  

i. Sermon Reference: “We don’t need to convert people, we just need to listen to God, love people so that 

they will trust us when they have spiritual needs or questions.” 

7. People often say that they would share more if they only had more training or knew the Bible better. What do you believe 

are the biggest barriers to sharing your faith in an effective and loving way? 

a. Sermon Reference: “By this time the students were insisting that Tony teach them to share the Gospel, but still 

Tony refused. More than that, he prohibited them from saying anything about Jesus or the Bible except in response 

to questions. And even then, they could only answer honestly from their own experience and what they knew from 

the Bible.” 

8. When you are in a conversation with someone, how might you be attentive to their needs? What could it look like to listen 

without trying to immediately fix the problem? 

a. Sermon Reference: “Jesus explained that “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him.” He’s 

saying that if God’s not calling yet, all we can do is WAIT, LOVE and PRAY. Effective evangelism always begins by 

listening rather than speaking.” 

 

APPLICATION/S 

Read over these next steps of how to Begin with Prayer which were laid out by Pastor Walt. Where do you feel like you are in this 

process? Discuss what you think about these steps and where you feel like God is inviting you in this process. 

 

1. What are ways you can mindfully convey that you want to be present to the person you are talking with? How might 

praying for that person help you to be present? 

a. Sermon Reference: “This week I was disconcerted to learn that one of the last things people with dementia lose, 

long after they lose the ability to hold a rational conversation, is the ability to perceive whether or not another 

person with them wants to be with them. And if someone deep in dementia can discern that, you bet the guy in the 

next cubicle can.” 

2.  This week, make an effort to be aware of your conversations with people. What is your posture/priority in that 

conversation? Listening or being heard? Ask God to help you see ways you can grow in loving others through listening. 

a. Sermon Reference: “And yet when we come into conversations about Christianity, some of US do the very same 

thing - we’re so focussed on what we want to say, that we don’t really listen, which is just another way of saying, 

we don’t actually love.  Sometimes we’re more in love with whatever we want to tell someone than we are with the 

person we’re telling - which almost guarantees that they won’t want to listen anyway.” 
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CLOSING 

Summarize the key points of your discussion and encourage people to share one action step they could take during the next week 

based on what they have shared. Take time to pray together.  Write those down and start next week by checking in with how it 

went, or better yet, check in during the week! 

 

RESOURCES 
 

SERMON SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 
 

Acts 8: 26-38  

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” So he 

started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which 

means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, and on his way home was sitting in his chariot 

reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet. The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” 

Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip 

asked. 

“How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 

This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: 

“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 

    and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, 

    so he did not open his mouth. 

In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. 

    Who can speak of his descendants? 

    For his life was taken from the earth.” 

The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?” Then Philip began with that 

very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus. 

As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of 

my being baptized?” And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip 

baptized him. 
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SCRIPTURE STUDY: 5Cs 

If you are interested in studying the scripture more deeply, one way to study scripture is through using the 5 Cs. Read through the 
passage and move through each C. The goal is not to move through them quickly but to really consider each section. If you wanted 
to study the passage together, you, as the leader should take some time beforehand to complete the Cs and it can be helpful to have 
group members come prepared with the first 3 already considered. Then, as a group you can briefly talk over some of the points and 
then have a longer conversation about curiosites and conclusions. This study tool will be posted within all of the discussion 
questions. 

● Context: What is the literary context of the passage? What comes before? After? Context within whole book? Relation to 

main idea of section, book, testament, whole Bible? 

● Christ: How is Jesus revealed here? If in OT, prefiguration, typology, prophesy, implications for Christ's person and work? 

How is he needed, anticipated, fulfilled?  

● Crux: What is the main idea? Try and find a section of the text that states it and have reasons for why that is the main idea? 

How do the other points support it? 

● Curiosities: What is surprising about this text? Controversial? Mysterious? Shocking?  

● Conclusions: What are the implications for our lives? Application? How do we think, feel, and act in light of this text? 

5 


