
 

 
 

SERIES OVERVIEW 
“Making Space at the Table” 

Learning how God welcomes us and how we can be 

truly hospitable to others. 

 
Preacher: Pastor Adele Calhoun 

“Whats Hard About Hospitality”  

November 19, 2017 

Series Sermon Recordings 
Discipleship Resources 

 

SUGGESTED SUPPLIES 
Note cards (or paper) and pens. 

 
 
 
 

 

LEADER NOTE: UPDATES & REMINDERS 
 

 

STARTING COMMUNITY 
Ways to engage with this sermon series 

 
● WELCOME INTERNATIONALS by making space at your Thanksgiving table. 

We have over 100 internationals that enter our church for English classes 

each week. Many of them have never experienced an American 

Thanksgiving and we would like to invite you to welcome them! If you 

would like to host one or more internationals over Thanksgiving weekend, 

sign up with the link below! This is a great way to show hospitality over the 

holidays! Register to host Questions? Contact Carmen 

(carmenm@highrock.org). 

● Have your small group sign up to serve communion together! Email 
Chris@highrock.org to sign up to serve together. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

QUESTIONS? Email Abby or Pastor John (Abby@highrock.org, John@highrock.org). We would love to help! 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
HOW TO USE: The three sections below (opening, sermon content questions, and application) represent the three                
connections we emphasize at Highrock: connecting to God’s People, connecting to God Personally and connecting               
to God’s Purposes. Select at least one question from each section or create questions that are more specific to your                    
group.  

 

 
WEEKLY CHECK IN 
Use a few minutes at the beginning of your time to follow up on any action items shared from last week. Was there                       
a next step or application challenge that they took on this past week? What did they learn about themselves and                    
following Jesus?  

 
CONNECTION QUESTIONS 
Choose ONE of these that fits your group, or modify it so that it will fit your group better. These can make great 
opening questions or ending questions. If you have had a really in-depth conversation, ending on a light note can 
help transition to concluding your time Together on a less intense question.  

1.  Has there been a time you have been stranded or had a major delay while traveling? Or a time when you 

had to rely on help from a stranger? 

2. Has there been a time when you have been the helpful stranger to a person who was in need? 

SERMON QUESTIONS 

Use a couple of the questions below or make up your own. You can always begin with: “Do you have any questions 

about what you heard in the sermon this week?” Or, “What stood out to you from the Pastor sermon?” 

1. How does Divine welcome stand apart from how we understand welcome and hospitality?  

a. How does really understanding God’s welcome, re-create how we relate to God and welcome 

others? 

b. Have you ever thought of God as welcoming? Why or why not? 

2. Sermon Reference: “The Bible says, You are a new creation. You are the temple of God. You are an 

inhabited being.The Spirit’s hospitable Presence is in you.  God’s welcoming image is stamped on you. At 

your core Jesus receiving, accepting heart is who you are.   If you could drill down through layers of time 

and space and peer into the core of the universe, you won’t find duty and ought or should.  You find Divine 

welcome.” 

3. When your kids, friends, or spouse interrupt your work, rest or plans, how do you tend to re-act to their 

interruption? What makes it so hard to be welcoming in those unexpected moments? 

a. Sermon Reference: “Welcome was not this man’s first response to need. He was annoyed by the 

friend’s inconvenient ask and only did his duty because he couldn’t sleep with the doorbell going 

off every thirty seconds.  What would he have done if the person had been a stranger?” 

4. Which of these six limits do you most identify with as barriers to being hospitable to others or to God? 
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a. Limited Availability 

b. Limited Time or Money 

c. Being Exposed by Hospitality 

d. Hospitality takes us outside our comfort zone 

e. Entitlement and privilege impact hospitality  

f. FOMO—Fear of Missing Out also impacts hospitality.  

5. Are there places, groups, or experiences that you find yourself protecting from others entering into? 

a. How might the privileges you have be blinding your to ways you could be more open and 

welcoming? 

b. Where could you open up your circles to others? 

i. Sermon Reference: “Privilege curates the people we welcome into our lives, and it 

comfortably establishes our worth. It’s easy to demonstrate. Invite 6  people to stand in a 

circle facing the center. Say “you are the circle.” Then  ask for a volunteer and say.  “Your 

job is to break into the circle.”  What do you think happens?  9 times out of 10, the circle 

closes ranks. Even though you don’t direct them to exclude the outsider, they do.” 

6. Read the story of Martha in Luke 10: 40. Who do you find yourself identifying with? Where do you see the 

Martha tendencies in your day, roles, and responsibilities?  

a. How would you feel sitting at Jesus’ feet instead of preparing and running around? 

i. Sermon Reference:  “Jesus’ friend Martha did her duty.  Luke 10:40.  She welcomed 

Jesus and 12 hungry men for dinner.  And she fussed and cooked and got so frustrated at 

Jesus and her sister Mary for not doing what they ought that she marched into the living 

room, raked them both over the coals and ordered Jesus: ”Tell Mary to help me.” Martha 

intended to welcome; but her hospitality ran afoul of to-dos and a desire to impress. I 

empathize.” 

7. How does being a Christian shift our perspective on hospitality? How do your expectations of yourself and 

others change when Christ is at the real center of what you are doing? 

a. Sermon Reference: “But when hospitality is a duty it’s just one more thing.  Truth is duty doesn’t 

give intrinsic or supernatural help to stay committed to a stranger.  But Jesus Christ within us 

does. In Christ hospitable is who we are.” 

8. When you think about who you are, do these to things ever make the list? What would it look like to 

make these realities a part of your DNA and really become a part of who you are? 
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a. Sermon Reference:  “Remember who you are. 1) you are no longer a stranger  -- before time the 

Trinity set their love on you. Absorb the love. Touch others with the love.   2) You are an inhabited 

being. Receive the evidence of the mystery of Christ’s love as it comes to you.  Through the cross, 

through communion, through a child’s hug, a colleague’s admiration, a friend’s encouragement, a 

stranger’s care.   Absorb the love. Let it wash over you and out into the world. It’s who you are.” 

 

APPLICATION/S 

1. What are some characteristics of your DNA you can see expressed in you? (Hair color...height... ) If you 

think about your God-Given DNA shaping your internal identity, how do you imagine that being expressed 

in and through you? 

a. Sermon Reference: “Friends, the love and hospitality that resides in the Holy Three is present in 

you. (2 Peter 1:4)  Peter says, You partake of the Divine nature!  It’s your identity. Your God-given 

DNA. (Col. 1:27) Paul writes, This is “the mystery that had been kept hidden for ages and 

generations, but now is disclosed to the saints. The mystery of Christ in you, the hope of glory.” 

2. Has hospitality ever felt free to you? What parts of welcoming feels burdensome? If you could imagine a 

way of practicing welcome/ hospitality that would feel free and joyful to you?  

a. How can you practice welcome in a way that allows who YOU are in Christ to welcome others as 

THEY are?  

i. Sermon Reference: “Being hospitable wasn’t a duty or an ought for Jesus. It was his free 

and natural way of being. Present to God and others Jesus could turn any moment into a 

welcoming space, a life raft, a circle of refuge, a place of laughter and care.  Jesus didn’t 

need money, or stuff, or a clean house, or spare time.  He needed to remember  who he 

was.” 

3. Pastor Adele shared about a recent flight she took and reflected on the passenger next to her, “There was 

freedom to widen my circle,let the Jesus in me receive the stranger and see what happened or not,” what 

do you think of this? How does this shape the idea of welcome for you? How does it bring Jesus into your 

every day and interactions with others? 

CLOSING 

Summarize the key points of your discussion and encourage people to share one action step they could take 
during the next week based on what they have shared. Take time to pray together.  Write those down and start 
next week by checking in with how it went, or better yet, check in during the week! 
 

 

RESOURCES 
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SERMON SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 
 

Luke 11: 5- 8 

Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend me 

three loaves of bread; a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have no food to offer him.’ And suppose 

the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t get 

up and give you anything.’ I tell you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread because of friendship, 

yet because of your shameless audacity he will surely get up and give you as much as you need. 

 

Colossians 1: 26-27 

This is 'the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s people. 

To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in 

you, the hope of glory.' 

 

SCRIPTURE STUDY: 5Cs 

If you are interested in studying the scripture more deeply, one way to study scripture is through using the 5 Cs. 
Read through the passage and move through each C. The goal is not to move through them quickly but to really 
consider each section. If you wanted to study the passage together, you, as the leader should take some time 
beforehand to complete the Cs and it can be helpful to have group members come prepared with the first 3 
already considered. Then, as a group you can briefly talk over some of the points and then have a longer 
conversation about curiosites and conclusions. This study tool will be posted within all of the discussion questions. 

● Context: What is the literary context of the passage? What comes before? After? Context within whole 

book? Relation to main idea of section, book, testament, whole Bible? 

● Christ: How is Jesus revealed here? If in OT, prefiguration, typology, prophesy, implications for Christ's 

person and work? How is he needed, anticipated, fulfilled?  

● Crux: What is the main idea? Try and find a section of the text that states it and have reasons for why that 

is the main idea? How do the other points support it? 

● Curiosities: What is surprising about this text? Controversial? Mysterious? Shocking?  

● Conclusions: What are the implications for our lives? Application? How do we think, feel, and act in light 

of this text? 
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