
Ephesians, Chapter 2 
Reconciliation: The restoration of a broken relationship between us and God. In Christ, God 
does the work of restoring this relationship (see 2 Corinthians 5:19). In Ephesians it refers to 
God bringing not only God's chosen people, the Jews (or Israel), into relationship with God, but 
all people (Gentiles, non-Jews). God makes outsiders insiders, or members of God's family. 
(Eph. 2:11; 2:16).  

Circumcision: The removal of the foreskin of a boy or male. Its importance in Paul's letter (and 
in the Bible) is that it refers to a key cultural marker of God's chosen people, Israel (see Genesis 
17). Paul uses it in Ephesians to identify an action performed by humans, in contrast to the way 
that through Christ God gives all people (circumcised and non-circumcised [Gentiles]) access to 
God by the power of the Holy Spirit. (Eph. 2:11; 2:11-18)  

Jew: The ethnic people group who trace their lineage back to ancient Israel. Paul identifi es the 
Jews with the ritual of circumcision and as the recipients of God's promises and law. In Christ, 
Jews and Gentiles (non-Jews) are made into a "new humanity" reconciled to God and one 
another. (Eph 2.11-18) 

Grace: The unmerited mercy of God. We receive this "gift" on the basis of what God does for us 
in Christ. Grace comes through faith (not because of it). This gift shapes us into Christ's image in 
order to do good works. (Eph. 8-10) 

Covenants (of promise): The promises of God made to Israel in the Old Testament that mark 
Israel as God's own people (see Genesis 15, 17; Exodus 19-20; 2 Samuel 7). In Christ, God 
brings all people, Jews and Gentiles, into God's family. (Eph. 2:12-13) 

Citizens of Israel: Members of God's chosen people in the Old Testament. Paul uses the term 
in order to contrast it with the inclusion of all people, or the Gentiles, into God's family through 
the work of God in Christ. (Eph. 2:12; 2:12-18) 


