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SUGGESTED SUPPLIES 
Note cards (or paper) and pens. 
Discipleship Resources 

 
QUESTIONS? Email Abby: abby@highrock.org 
 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
HOW TO USE: The three sections below (connection questions, sermon questions, and application) represent the three connections                 
we emphasize at Highrock: connecting to God’s People, connecting to God Personally, and connecting to God’s Purposes. Select at                   
least one question from each section or create questions that are more specific to your group.  

 

 
CONNECTION QUESTIONS 
Choose ONE of these that fits your group, or modify it so that it will fit your group better. These can make 
great opening questions or ending questions. If you have had a really in-depth conversation, ending on a light 
note can help transition to concluding your time together on a less intense question.  

1. Weekly Check in: Use a few minutes at the beginning of your time to follow up on any action items 

shared from last week. Was there a next step or application challenge that they took on this past 

week? What did they learn about themselves and following Jesus?  

2. Set a time for one minute per person. Then go around and share your highs and lows for the week.  

a. Or: What stands out as a place, time, or person where you noticed God in your week? 

3. What stood out to you from the sermon this week? 

SERMON QUESTIONS 

Use a couple of the questions below or make up your own. You can always begin with: “Do you have any 

questions about what you heard in the sermon this week?” Or, “What stood out to you from the Pastor’s 

sermon?” 

1. Sermon Reference: [At a memorial service for Pastor John’s friend Tracy]: “One friend told about the 

time when Tracy asked her to help picking out a gift for another friend. They spent considerable time 

picking out the perfect, snuggly blanket for Tracy to give as a gift. Later that year, the friend who had 

helped Tracy pick out the blanket received a Christmas package, only to discover that she had helped to 
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pick out her own gift. And, of course, it was perfect. After all, she had picked it out herself... Have you 

ever poorly received a gift, failing to appreciate the significance? Or have you ever given a heartfelt gift, 

only to realize that the other person didn’t understand its value? I certainly hope your heartfelt gift was 

received with more care than a card left buried under sweaty socks! Properly receiving a gift isn’t just a 

matter of how it makes the giver feel -- it’s also a matter of what the gift does to the person who 

receives it.” 

a. Share about a time you received a gift of great value- what made it so special to you? How did 

you take care of that gift after receiving it? 

b. When was a time you gave a gift to someone that you have carefully picked out for them? What 

made it special to you to give to them? How did that person receive it? 

c. What are some norms around gift giving and receiving that you grew up with? Are those norms 

you want to continue or patterns/ values you would like to change? 

d. What might be a posture around gifts that you would like to practice? 

2. Sermon Reference: “In this season of Advent, as we look forward to the gift that is Jesus, we want to 

receive this gift with all the anticipation and joy it deserves. Not with a spirit of entitlement. Not with a 

spirit of neglect, like I did with Aimee’s card. We want to be able to fully appreciate the gift and the 

giver, so it enriches both our own hearts and the intimacy of the relationship, like the young woman 

who proudly wore the earrings that Tracy had personally crafted for her before she passed away.” 

a. Think about the story of who Jesus is, what Jesus did, and what he taught about. How is Jesus 

an incredible gift to us? 

b. What does Jesus tell you about the gift giver: God? 

c. What does it look like to receive a gift with a posture of entitlement? What about the posture 

of joy, anticipation, and appreciation? 

d. When you think about the expectations you have of God- do you think your posture is that of 

entitlement or of joy? Is it a mixture of both? Spend time discussing your thoughts on this 

dynamic. 

3. Sermon Reference: “The Jewish people were very familiar with the way lambs were used for sacrifice, 

but such a depiction of helplessness still doesn’t seem to fit with the image of a hero who has come to 

help us. But the image that John the Baptist was calling upon would develop into a very familiar image 

to those who follow Jesus.  It’s the image of the Suffering Servant in Isaiah 53 -- a prophecy that 

predated Jesus by hundreds of years.Isaiah 53:7 “He was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a 

sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.” This is part of the same prophecy that 

said that this one who was like a lamb led to the slaughter would be (Isaiah 53:5) “Pierced for our 

transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his 

wounds we are healed.” This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Not a conquering 

hero-king, but a helpless and innocent lamb that suffers in sacrifice.” 
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a. The picture we typically have of heroes is not aligned with the type of savior God sent to save 

us. When you think of someone who could save the world, what comes to mind? 

b. Do you find it interesting that God flips the script rather than meeting expectations? What 

about that is interesting or curious to you?  

c. If you imagined yourself, back in history, hearing this what would you have thought of God’s 

plan to save the world through an “innocent lamb that suffers in sacrifice?” 

d. What do you think are the implications of a saviour which has suffered and experienced the 

fullness of being human while also being fully God? 

e. Do you see the connection between the imagery of the sacrificial lamb and Jesus? What points 

do you remember from the sermon about this illustration and the importance of this narrative 

as it relates to the forgiveness of sin? 

4. Sermon Reference: “Listen, the gift of Jesus to us means that: You do not have to earn your way into 

heaven. You couldn’t even if you tried. You don’t have to earn God’s love. Your relationship with God is 

not determined by whether your good deeds outweigh your bad deeds. If anyone is to have a 

relationship with God, it will be based on receiving a gift from God. It’s a gift. We didn’t earn it. We 

can’t earn it. But like any gift, you can refuse it. You can leave it unopened. Just like you could decide to 

leave a gift under the Christmas tree, forever untouched and unwrapped. Just like I left that card from 

Aimee in the bottom of my laundry basket.” 

a. Sometimes we have subconscious expectations of those we receive gifts from. What are some 

expectations of God? How do these affect your perception of the Gift (Jesus) God is giving? 

b. How does a mindset of entitlement hinder receiving this free gift God is offering? How might 

our culture of achievement/perfectionism also keep us in a pattern of trying to earn God’s love? 

c. How do you feel about Pastor John’s statement, “Your relationship with God is not determined 

by whether your good deeds outweigh your bad deeds. If anyone is to have a relationship with 

God, it will be based on receiving a gift from God.”? What does this mean to you in your life? 

d. If Pastor John’s statement is true for you, what does it mean that it is also true for everyone in 

your life? 

e. If you were to think about God’s gift as something wrapped up or like the envelope that Aimee 

gave Pastor John, what would the gift look like for you? (Ex. un touched, un opened, a bit of 

paper torn off, opened and well worn…) 

 

APPLICATION 

1. Sermon Reference: “The gift of God’s child to us tells us that you matter to God. You matter so much 

that God is willing to give us the very best. We matter not because of what we do. We matter simply 

because God loves us. We matter not just for this life, but for all time, for eternity. You don’t have to be 

significant to be loved by God. You already are significant because you are already loved by God! All 
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you have to do is accept the ultimate Christmas gift -- accept the gift of Jesus -- and let him will show 

you how much you already matter.” 

a. Have a small group member read this excerpt above out loud twice. Then, share your reactions 

to hearing this truth. What did you think or feel as you heard these words of truth? 

b. How might this gift of being fully loved by God, just as you are, invite you into relationship with 

God? 

c. How might you practice receiving God’s gift this advent season as you prepare for Christmas? 

d. Are there ways you are striving to earn God’s love that you might need to let go of? 

e. What would it look like in your week and in your relationships to live out of knowing you are 

already enough-- that you matter to God? How can that type of love be a gift to others? 

CLOSING 

Summarize the key points of your discussion and encourage people to share one action step they could take 

during the next week based on what they have shared. Take time to pray together.  Write those down and 

start next week by checking in with how it went, or better yet, check in during the week! 

 

RESOURCES 

SERMON SCRIPTURE REFERENCE 

 
John 1:29-36 
 
The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world! This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has 
surpassed me because he was before me.’ I myself did not know him, but the reason I came 
baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.” 

Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain 
on him.  And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told 
me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize 
with the Holy Spirit.’ I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.” 

The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. When he saw Jesus passing by, he 
said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” 

 

SCRIPTURE STUDY: 5Cs 

If you are interested in studying the scripture more deeply, one method is to use the 5 Cs. Read through the 
passage and move through each C. The goal is not to move through them quickly, but to really consider each 
section. If you wanted to study the passage together, you, as the leader should take some time beforehand to 
complete the Cs and it can be helpful to have group members come prepared with the first 3 already 
considered. Then, as a group, you can briefly talk over some of the points and have a longer conversation 
about curiosites and conclusions. This study tool will be posted within all of the discussion questions. 
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● Context: What is the literary context of the passage? What comes before? After? Context within whole 

book? Relation to main idea of section, book, testament, whole Bible? 

● Christ: How is Jesus revealed here? If in OT, prefiguration, typology, prophesy, implications for Christ's 

person and work? How is he needed, anticipated, fulfilled?  

● Crux: What is the main idea? Try and find a section of the text that states it and have reasons for why 

that is the main idea? How do the other points support it? 

● Curiosities: What is surprising about this text? Controversial? Mysterious? Shocking?  

● Conclusions: What are the implications for our lives? Application? How do we think, feel, and act in 

light of this text? 

 

READING THE BIBLE 

Pastor Dave has provided a few suggestions for Bible reading plans, daily devotionals, and Bible commentaries 
to help you understand God’s Word as you familiarize yourself with it. 
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